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Introduction. 


What a rush of tender and sacred memories, the best that 
life has given or can give, gather about us, as to-day we think 
reverently of those sturdy and devoted fathers and mothers and 
friends who in selfsacrifice laid the foundations to St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church. We revere the memory of the dead and honor 
that small renmant of the living, among all those who furthered 
the infant enterprise. They labored, and we have entered into 
their labors. The church they sought to establish was that of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, for notwithstanding the vicissitudes 
attending some of its years, it has proved itself indestructable 
and unconquerable. These old charter members had their diffi- 
culties, but they went to work and their difficulties disappeared. 

We are indebted to Miss. Margaret Stumphaus for prepa- 
ring the typwritten copy, to Rey. August W. Reinhard for 
reading the proof sheets. 

The Anniversary celebration will be held October eighth to 
fifteenth, 1922. The English sermon will be delivered by Rev. 
Chas. Leitzell, D. D,, President of the Synod of New York. The 
German Anniversary Service will be in charge of the former 
pastors, Rey, Chas, E. Raymond, the first ordained pastor ol 
our church, will preach Sunday morning, October 15th, at 
10: 30 A. M. 


Our charter members are as follows: 


Karl F. Finkbeiner, John F. Batzer, Karl Schramm, George 
Goodman, Carl Seybold, Joh. Wilhelm, John Kuehner, Anna 
Kilian, Irene Koradill, Henrietta Ehrmantraut, Emma Kuehner, 
Louise Blanch, August Neuman, John Schneider, Louise 
Kuehner, Katherine Dierlam, Katherine Batzer, Katherine 
Blaettler, Friedrich Holzworth, Heinrich Griep, Ludwig Mo- 
schell, John Blauth, Kasper Blaettler, Friedrich Geru, Wilhelm 
Dierlam, Joh. Rusterholz, Christian Schunk, Delia Kuehner, 
Maria Gerni, Barbara Guttman, Elizabeth Rusterholz, Lizzie 
Rusterholz, Agatha Seybold, Emma Dierlam, Mary Schramm, 
Sophie Klein, Barbara Williams, Elizabeth Busman, Christian 
Kranich, N. Ehrmantraut, Heinr. Klein, Marie Thurner, Barbara 
Holzman, Maria Griep, Yetty Wickert, Laura Greutert, Antonie 
Perch, Mary Wagner, Anna Burg, Anna M, Knobel, Marie 
Miller, William Bertman, Louis Gerni, Jacob Schunk, Chas. 
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Hotzman, Nicholaus Ardner, Paul Borchardt, Heinr. Borchardt, 
Willie Seybod, Henry Williams, Mrs. Stegeman, Katherine Kies, 
Catherine Kies, Maria Kraus, Katherine Kuehner, Phillip Kies, 
Chas. Seybold, Albert I. Seybold, Carl Wagner, Weand Van 
Lengen, Christian Kranich, William Kranich, Paul Jahn, William 
Guckert, John H. Knobel, C. Miller, Ludw. Gruen, Friedr. Gosau, 
William Hurst, Detlef Griep, Otto Koehler, Peter Seib, Friedr. 
Kluwe, Franz Schroeder, Carl Voelker, Joh. Doll, Franz Erb, 
Herman Finkbeiner, David Knobel, Christian Stein, Carl Ter- 
now, Lizzie E. Krause, Minnie Kuehner, Catherine Kraemer, 
Magdalene Walter, Margareta Knobel, Emilie Schroeder, 
Hannah Doll, Johanna Van Lengen, Libbie Holzman, Anna 
Finkbeiner, Lena Schramm, Lizzie Guckert, Nar. Tarnow, 


D. Thomsen. 
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PREFACE. 
To the members of St. Paul's Ev, Lutheran Church: 


Having known this organization from its origin, I have been 
asked for an introduction to this booklet in commemoration of 
its 40th anniversary, Great changes have taken place during 
these 40 years, but time and distance are no barriers to the 
mind that sees the invisible; even all the world that we have 
seen, and ina moment of time, Well do] remember the Sunday 
alternoon when I stood on the foundation wall, and spoke to the 
laying of the corner stone for a new church. Most of the people 
who heard my message have passed away, and but a few of the 
original members remain, I conclude, but this church has ful- 
filled the important mission for which it was organized. It has 
proved a blessing to the people of the community, and the many 
homes influenced by it. The church is a spiritual, moral and 
national necessity; it has no substitute. Man is a religious being, 
and as such he will not outgrow his need of divine worship, 
The deepest wants of the human soul are satisfied by Christ and 
the gospel. He meets with us, and abides with us when we 
come to worship. He inspires us with lofty ideals that make for 
righteous living, and without which life is not worth living. 


As we look back upon our lives there are many things that 
we regret, but not one of you regret your fidelity to Christ and 
the church. His word has been preached, and the young have 
been carefully instructed in the fundamental, moral, and saving 
truths of christianity that make for right living, and worthy 
citizenship. ,,The seed is the Word of God”, and_ ,,Blessed are 
they that hear the Word of God and keep it’, for that seed will 
bring forth fruit according to its kind. We must think right if 
we would live right. 


I have visited some of the famous prisons of the world, and 
seen and talked with some of the inmates, but never have | 
seen, nor heard of a single one confined there for practising the 
virtues enjoined by the christian religion. Disloyalty, dishonesty, 
vice, intemperance, and all other evils would have no following, 
and all the prisons would be empty, if all men and women were 
loyal to Christ and his church. Places of evil have been closed, 
and all of them should be closed, but no sane man would wish 
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that the churches were closed. Such a tragedy, and disastrous 
consummation would be suicidal for the individual, as well as 
for the nation. 


You have had faithful pastors, and you have grown as a 
church, but you must continue to grow in numbers, and in the 
outward and inner attractions of your place of worship. You 
must grow in christian character, in devotion, and in faitkful 
service for the welfare of your fellowmen. The extent of your 
opportunity is the measure of your responsibility, from which 
no one of you can escape. Not until all the members are christ- 
like in spirit, with love to all people, and active in good works, 
can the church become that irresistible power for good that 
Christ set forth as the goal for which each individual member 
should strive and consecrate himself. 


You will be aided in this blessed consummation, by ever 
keeping both worlds in view, for the future and invisible is no 


| 
| 
| 
less real than the present, and soon tomorrow will be the 
eternal future. Jeremiah Zimmermann, D, D., LL. D. | 


ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
Historical sketch, 


This church originated because of a felt need and demand 
for a German Lutheran Church in the original Fifth Ward; no ' 
church of this character being found in the city west or south 
of the Erie Canal. | 

During the winter of 1881 Rev. Nicum, pastor of St. John's 
Lutheran Church of this city upon the request of the saintly 
George Finkbeiner, a member of his church and a resident in 
the old Fifth Ward, preached Sunday afternoons in a carpenter 
shop on Seymour Street. These services aroused the German 
people in this section of the city that they came Sunday after \ 
Sunday for worship. A great many would attend services in 
St, Iohn's in the morning and then fill the workshop of Mr. Fink- 
beiner in the afternoon, The members of St. John's became h 
very much interested in this little mission and supported it in 
every possible way, Rev. Nicum was not only concerned about 
the adult members of the church but he also loved little children. 
Six months later a Sunday-school was organized; Mr. George 
Finkbeiner acting as Supt. assisted by L. L. Trage (now the 
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County Clerk at the Onondaga Court House) Miss Sophie 
M, Bruns, Mrs, Rice, Mrs. Rolf, Philip Finkbeiner, Henry Rice 
August Wiemer, Emma Rice and George Guckert. 
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The severity of the winter and the strenuous work of the 
North Side Church, especially during the Lenten and Easter 
season, discouraged the faithful pastor in his work. He longed 
to be relieved and sought a young student who might do the 
preaching in this new mission, Such a young man he found ia 
G. Wenning, a student for the ministry. Mr. Wenning was only 
eighteen years of age and inexperienced in ministerial work. He 
delivered his first sermon in May, 1882, in the Good Will Chapel 
on Fabius Street. His text was taken from the Gospel of 
St. John x ; 11,1 am the Good Shepherd". This sermon, one of 
our charter members asserts, was a record-breaker; it lasted 
but eight minutes, but the next Sunday he knew more and 
gradually his sermons gained in length and depth. 


The pastors salary at that time was paid in part by the 
Home Mission Board of the New York Ministerium of the Gene- 
ral Council and partly by the infant congregation. The 
members were content and would have elected Mr. Wenning 
as their pastor, but not having been duly ordained, he was 
not permitted to baptize, perform marriages, nor ad- 
minister the Lord's supper. The congregation appointed a com- 
mittee to appear before Synod and urge Mr. Wenning's ordi- 
nation. A special effort was made to gather money for missions 
and Sunday, June 11th, was observed as ,,Mission Sunday”. 
A list of tre names of the members of the church and the money 
collected for missions was handed to the President of Synod. 
The Examination Committee approved of Mr. Wenning’s ordi- 
nation, but then at the given moment Mr. Wenning said in the 
swaebish dialect: ,,Wist Ihr ok Ik bean noch nit 21?” One of 
the men could not help but reply: ,,Haetten Sie doch den Mund 
gehalten!” 


The first recorded congregational meeting was held April 
17th, 1882. F, Batzer presided and explained the purpose of 
this meeting; namely, the election of officers for the remainder 
of the year. The following officers were elected: William 
Guckert, Pres., J. S. Isley, Sec., Kuehner, Treas., Chas, Seybold, 
Chas. Schramm, Henry Williams, Trustees, Schunck and 
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Moschell elders, Nussbaumer and Guthman, Deacons. Messrs, 
Schramm, Isley, Seybold, Batzer and Kuehner were appointed 
to draft a constitution and present the same at the next meeting 
for adoption, Upon a motion the name of the church was 
decided upon as ,,Deutsche Evangelish Lutherische St, Paulus 
Gemeinde”. 


The organization of the church confronted the members with 
the problem of securing an ordained pastor. Congregational 
meetings were held frequently, the Secretarys records not less 
then seven meetings during the first three months of the 
church's existence. There were a number of things which 
needed attention, Some of the members had subscribed to 
support the church but failed to meet their obligations and the 
Trustees were instructed to remind the delinquent members of 
their duty. One of the Trustees, finding that it was not all 
honorary mention to have his name appear on the roll as an 
officer of the church, resigned and Mr. Chas, Finkbeiner was 
appointed in his place, this all happened in less than a week's 
time. Discussion then arose as to the position of organist, Mr, 
Wiemer being the only candidate present, the appointment was 
left to the Trustees. 


On Sunday, July 9th, a pastor from Rochester was invited 
to preach a German sermon in the morning and an English ser- 
mon in the evening. It is quite interesting to note that our 
church had English preaching as early as July 1882, but no doubt 
the English services were dropped after that for the people 
realized that they could not attract any new members by intro- 
ducing English evening services. 


We believe that our Fathers acted wisely when they insert- 
edin the constitution, ,,This church cannot become English as long 
as live persons are opposed to it.'' They conserved the genuine 
spirit of the Lutheran Church: unity. 


Members of a Church in this country expect something 
more than sermons, prayers and Bible stories. The members 
of St. Paul's delighted in social gatherings, and some one has 
truely said, that most of the churches at that time were built 
and maintained from the money realized at picnics, bazars, 
suppers, socials, concerts, etc. The first picnic of the congre- 
gation was held July twentieth, 1882, in Danforth Grove. The 
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committee members were Messrs. Kies, Seybold, Kuehner and 
Mrs. Turner, Seybold, Bussman, Girni. Their report as given 
to the congregational meeting was as follows: 


Receipts on refreshments . . . . . . « $ 107.21 

43 for tickets sold a 2°." . 3 a a = yy (OO75 
Total Receipts 1 ¢ 2 14 ¢ a a ee » 26808 
Disbursements . A a > gb, eee fe oe OAS 
Sunday school Children fa on Gp 2 Heme oie OG 
Balance . . ~ ; cay ee ah arose LOOT 


The summer of 1882 Besik one exciting thing after 
another. There was no thought among the members for a summer 
vacation, The Trustees wrote to Synod and several pastors for 
a shepherd to keep this little flock together, but without result, 
Finally, in the providence of God, their attention was directed 
to Lauesville, Ind. to a pastor by the name of Chas, Raymond, 
a member of the Olive Branch Synod of the General Synod 
Lutheran Church, He preached his trial sermon on July 30th, 
1882, and in the following congregational meeting, on the last 
day of the month, he was elected and a call was extended to 
him, Rey. Reymond accepted this call and preached his first 
pastoral sermon on Sept. 9th and was formally installed on 
January 14th, 1883, as pastor of the church, 


Extracts from the church Records: 


Rev. Charles E. Raymond of the Evangelical Lutheran 
General Synod was the first ordained minister who was regu- 
larly called pastor of this church. He preached his ,,Antritts- 
predigt" on Sept. 3rd in the year of our Lord, 1882. The church 
was incorporated on October 9th, 1882, according to the laws of 
the State of New York. The first communion services were 
conducted on Sunday December 3rd, 1882, in which fifty 
members participated and at which time the communion set was 
dedicated." 

,On the 4th day of December, 1882, the congregation pur- 
chased a building lot and paid Two Hundred Dollars as a partial 
payment, Tuesday, December 5th, 1882, in a regularly called 
congregational meeting, a church constitution was unanimously 
adopted, consisting of thirteen articles. This constitution was 
distributed in printed form and is recorded in the church book 
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signed by all the charter members. This congregation is 
a member of General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of the United States of America. A church seal is in the 
possession of the congregation.” : 


These few sentences constitute the only historical data 
written in the church records. There were various happenings 
which we are sure would have been of interest to the members 
of our church at the present time, but our Fathers did not con- 
sider them very important at that time. Rey, Raymond was 
vitally interested in the progress of the church. He counted not 
words, but deeds. He has left us a memorial of his work, the 
present church edifice, which for almost forty years has served 
this congregation; with the exception of the interior furnishings, 
this building has remained practically unchanged. 


Space does not permit us to go into detail which finally led 
to the building of the church in the present form. Some of the 
people thought it would be money saved to buy the little chapel 
on Fabius Street and efforts were made in this direction, but 
were unsuccessful, Committees were appointed to see the owners 
ol the property, but the lawyer and owners never appeared at 
the appointed hour, so the whole matter was dropped. 


The Trustees and the Pastor had been soliciting funds for 
the building or purchase of a church edifice, all of which helped 
the congregation to arrive at some definite plan of action, We 
admire the wisdom and foresight of our Fathers and the 
principles by which they were governed, The chapel, they 
argued, offers not the advantage we thought it did; in the first 
place there is no room for expansion, it will be impossible to 
acquire additional property later on, and secondly we will pro- 
bably outgrow the chapel in a few years, and then where would 
we be? The Trustees were empowered to buy a building lot 
large enough to build a church and parsonage. Following in- 
structions they bought a lot on the south west corner of Shonnard 
and Oswego Streets for $ 1400.00. The church treasury paid 


* 200.00 in cash and gave a mortgage to the amount of § 1200.00 
to Mr. W, Crouse. 


Our present members may not appreciate the sacrifices 
made by our Fathers to establish and build a church in those 
days. They contributed very generously, some of the Trustees 
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had to mortgage their homes to make possible the building of 
St. Paul's church, but they never remarked that they had regrets 
about money given to the church as being wasted or mispent. 
They gave cheerfully, for they knew it meant the salvation of 
hundreds of souls. 

There are vorious ways for making money, and as money 
is always needed by the church, the members thought of novel 
ways to attract the people to their social gatherings. In 
December the church gave the first concert and Christmas sale 
in Ramion Hall, the following program was presented: 


PROGRAM OF CONCERT. 


Conzert und Fest 24, Nov. 
tw tAnnede tw km lar nm neewaganiond 
2. Onverkuer von Zampa .. . . . (Pabst Orchestra) 
SGesHD eee es, 7 & TA & we se LEterte lMenmack 
4. Cornet Solo... . Albert Pabst 


Chor, ,Willkommen schoener Morgen’ Maedchen Chor 
6. Trio aus der Oper ,,Die Nachtwandlerin" 
Laura und Georg Kaufman und Joseph Rees 
7. Quartett Zions . . . . =. . . . Gemeinde Chor 
8, Violin'SoloiPabst . .. . « «a « Prot.G, © Pabst 


The receipts of the evening were § 162.85 and the disburse- 
ments amounted to $ 4.25 leaving a balance of $ 158.60. 

The Pastor and Church Council lost no time in obtaining 
plans for a new church, Mr. E, M. Allen was given the contract 
to build the church for 5 4000.00. One-half of this sum to be 
paid after the church was half-way build and the balance after 
its completion. The Building Committee consisted of the follow- 
ing members: John Kuehner, Henry Knobel, L. B. Batzer, Chas. 
Seybold, and Henry Williams. 


The new church edifice, to the joy of all the members, was 
dedicated the second Sunday in September 1883. Rev. G. Neff. 
Pres. of the Synod and Rey. G. L. Rietz, Sec’y. of the Synod 
were invited to deliver the sermons. A new structure requires 
many new things, Rev. Raymond immediately started upon 
another campaign to secure suitable altar furniture, toward 
which the Sunday-school contributed $ 75.00, A heating plant, 
gas chandelier, and reed-organ were purchased. These improve- 
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ments required more money than the people realized and were 
able to pay, therfore, an appeal was made to Synod for support. 

It is interesting to note Synod's action as recorded in the 
minutes page 10 — 1883-4. 


St. Paul’s German Church, Syracuse, N. Y. 


,lhis is an organization growing out of the labors of the 
Rev. Chas. E. Raymond who has been with them a little over 
a year, and was installed pastor. Revs, A. Oberlaender and 
O. F. Ebert attended this service, This mission so far has been 
very successful; their membership is 80. Already they have 
purchased a lot at the cost of $ 1400.00 and have paid for it. 
They have also erected a very neat and pretty chapel, costing 
$4500.00 for which they are in debt, but they are making 
strenuous efforts to reduce it. On Sunday last this chapel was 
dedicated. The Rev. G. L. Rietz, the German Sec., preached 
the sermon and performed the dedication services, assisted by 
the Rev. O. F, Ebert. In the evening the services were in 
English conducted by the President of Synod. This mission is 
located where the population is largely German, and a church 
home is very much needed. There can be but few missions 
where the outlook is so inviting and encouraging. For the 
present they will need a little help. They will make application 
for admission into this synod. It will be a safe investment to 
lend a helping hand." 

This report was given by the President of Synod. The 
English Secretary of the Synod happened to be Dr. Jeremiah 
Zimmermann, Pastor of the First English Church in Syracuse. 
He knew of the struggles of this mission charge and encouraged 
the members in their work, 

The Home Mission Committee upon recommendation of the 
President made the following report on the item dealing with 
St. Paul's, Syracuse. 

The Macedonian cry from the mission field at Syracuse, 
N. Y. under the care of Rev. Chas, Raymond, comes to us with 
the earnest plea: ,,Come over and help us”. From all accounts 
the field is not only inviting, but also very promising in the 
near future to be self sustaining. The brethren on the ground, 
Revs. Oberlaender and Zimmermann, together with our Presi- 
dent, unite in their conviction as to the importance and hope- 
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fulness of the field. Your Committee recommend them to the 
favorable consideration of the Central Board for an appropria- 
tion of § 200.00." 

The Synod had graciously approved of the financial aid, but 
things do not always turn out as we expect; the Board declined 
the application on the ground that there was no such necessity 
for help as was intended to be met by the Board of Home 
Missions. 

We are not at all surprised at this action of the Board but 
feel with the members the disappointment. It meant harder 
work to raise the amounts needed. It was most discouraging 
for the pastor to have his request for aid meet with such a flat 
refusal. Rev, Raymond resigned in Sept. 1884 and relinquished 
his work in December 1884. He expressed very characteristically 
the thoughts of his mind in the words as written in the church 
Minutes: ,,] thank God for his grace and blessings during my 
work and say with Martin Luther: ,,He who comes after me may 
do better." It is my wish that this mission may prosper and the 
church be kept holy". He preached his farewell sermon on 
Dec. 7th, 1884, His text being: ,,Fight the good fight of faith.” 

The people of St. Paul's, like members of other churches 
had to go through trying experiences. Pastors who are called 
upon to preach the Word of God are men of all types and all 
descriptions, of various shades of Evangelical and Lutheran faith. 
So it happens that at times congregations ill-advised will select 
as a shepherd one who turns out to be a hireling, not caring at 
heart for the welfare of the flock of Christ, Such unpleasant 
experiences in many cases have entailed a heavy loss in 
membership, all of which could have been avoided if the 
members had the advice, care and oversight of a synodicial body. 

Rev. Heinrich succeeded pastor Raymond. He was elected 
at a special congregational meeting held on Dec. 30th, 1884, and 
seven months later, August 4th, 1885, he was asked to resign. 


The congregation was still laboring under the unpaid debt 
of $ 2600.00. Many of the faithful members had become dis- 
couraged and left the church, It always happens that at the 
moment when the clouds seem heaviest and our hearts are faint, 
that God sends his sunshine to cheer us and the rain to refresh 
us, There is never a cloud without a silver lining. Take new 
courage! 
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God had selected the man who should internally strengthen 
and build St. Paul's Church. Rey. Geo. M. Merschroth, who in 
those discouraging days happened to be in Syracuse visiting his 
wife's parents, was invited to preach and almost against his will 
was persuaded to accept the charge. 


Is it possible, we say, that a congregation of over eighty 
members had dwindled down to nineteen who loyally pledged 
their support to the newly elected pastor, The treasuries were 
empty, there was not even enough money to pay the travelling 
expenses, therefore, Rev. Merschroth was asked to defray these 
expenses himself. His salary was $ 600.00 per annum, without 
parsonage; there was no chance of an increase as long as the 
congregation remained so small. As time went on the congre- 
gation prospered under his able leadership, but the salary 
remained the same until 1900, The sexton was paid 4% 40,00 per 
year, the organist received an annual present of $ 10.00 and the 
choir members had to divide $ 15.00 between themselves. 


Tke Church Board called a special meeting on March 16th 
to take into consideration the advisability of building a par- 
sonage on Oswego street. The congregation authorized the 
Board to proceed with the building, but were advised not to 
spend more than $ 1300.00. Mr, C. Finkbeiner furnished the plans 
and the committee appointed consisted of the following mem- 
bers: J. Stirmer and J. Bluth. To secure the necessary funds the 
congregation held a fair in the Greyhound Hall. The Parsonage 
built on 708 Oswego Street not only provided the pastor with a 
dwelling place but also became an open and friendly home for 
the members of the church and to the the visiting brethren of 
the ministry. It might not be an exaggeration to say that no 
other Lutheran parsonage of the city was so much frequented 
as the one on Oswego street. Many people came here to seek 
advice, financial aid, and comfort. The pastor was a friend to 
everyone and in many cases was told he thought more of people 
in trouble than of his own family. 


The pastor found himself in the unpleasant situation that 
the money paid him by the congregation did not reach. There- 
fore, he had to look for other sources to suppert his family. He 
taught German, read proof sheets for the papers, wrote articles, 
kept books for stores, ete. The Synod's Home Mission Board 
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granted him one year a small amount, namely $ 100,00, but this 
money was turned over to the church Treasurer to pay bills, 

All the members worked in harmony to clear the church 
from debt and to make the necessary improvements. A new 
furnace to heat the church was installed in 1887, the old ceiling 
was crumbling and was replaced by a new one, the whole 
interior was from time to time redecorated. The congregation 
generously voted to have all these improvements made and then 
left the worry as to where to procure the money to the pastor. 
At one meeting held during 1889 the members voted to have a 
church fair to pay for the painting and refinishing of the church 
auditorium, but this motion was lost; instead it was decided to 
solicit the necessary funds among the members. The men of 
the church, of course, were too busy to do this work, the pastor 
did it all. The donations ranged all the way from 75 cents to 
* 50,00. A new sidewalk called for additional expense, the 
Tabor Orphanage with an indebtedness of over $ 4000.00 made 
an appeal to all the Lutheran Churches for support. While these 
various things were taken care of, the members found it 
impossible to increase the pastor's salary, although they agreed 
he deserved and needed $ 200.00 more, 

In the January meeting in the year 1899 the pastor 
approached the congregation on the subject of a new Sunday- 
school, such.a building he said was needed badly by the congre- 
gation not only for the childrens’ sake, but also for the many 
social functions which were being held to raise money to pay 
the salaries, coal, light and repair bills. In 1900 the building 
was authorized by the congregation. The Luther League gave 
% 1024.00, the Ladies Aid $ 621.00, the Sunday-school $ 250.00 
and $ 1342.00 was realized from the fair. 

The people had been satisfied with a small church, a wooden 
structure, a common reed-organ, but still their pastor was tire- 
less in his efforts to do with the small amounts donated by the 
people, as much as he could, to make the things as attractive 
as possible. The church progressed, one thing accomplished, 
the pastor looked forward to another. He started the organ 
fund which brought in $ 1425.00. The new pipe-organ to the 
joy of all members was dedicated in 1906. 

1910 is the banner year in the history of St. Paul's Church. 
Many things were planned, propably because the pastor 
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expected to celebrate his 25th anniversary. The parsonage was 
remodeled and several rooms were added, also hardwood floors, 
porch etc,, the whole interior was painted and redecorated. 
Improvements were made in the church, although indebted to 
the amount of over § 1000.00 the members voted to proceed with 
the renovation of the church. On October 6th 1912 the remode- 
led church was dedicated, A kigh altar, chancel, baptismal font, 
art windows, etc. were turned over to the congregation. Who 
can express the joy of the people at such a festive occasion, and 
who can measure the satisfaction that their pastor felt when he 
could announce ,, It is all paid for, our church is free from debt.” 

But as always, the pastor doing his work, building and 
establishing the church, after his labors are done, his years are 
numbered. Our hand trembles as we write the sad story in these 
cold words, ,,He is no more, verily, a mighty one has fallen in 
Israel”. 


We quote from the minutes of Synod: 

Dr. Merschroth died at his home in Syracuse, N. Y. April 
25th, 1913. He confirmed his last confimation class on Palm 
Sunday only a few weeks before his death, thus continuing his 
labors to the end of his life, where he spent the greater part of 
his ministerial life and among a people whom he dearly loved. 
Our departed brother was born in Germany on the 18th of 
August, 1860, and was baptized and confirmed in the place of 
his birth, He came to America at the age of twentythree years 
and persued his theological studies under Dr. Giese in Chicago. 
He was orgained Oct. 7th, 1883, by the Wartburg Synod at 
Golden, Ill. His first charge was at Pomeroy, lowa. In Rockford, 
he met his wife, Miss E. Reinhard, sister of Rev, August Rein- 
hard, by whom they were married February 15th, 1885. The 
same year he received a call to St. Paul's Church, Syracuse, 
N, Y., which church he continued to serve until his death. The 
family of Dr. Merschroth, which survives him, consists of his 
wile and three daughters, Mrs. Marie Hotaling, Mrs, Lydia 
Martlew and Mrs, Van Lengen. 

At the time of his death he was President of the German 
Conference of our Synod and President of the Lutheran Minister- 
ial Association of Syracuse. During his long pastorate of 
twenty eight years in this City his labors were not in vain in the 
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REV. MERSCHROTH’S GRAVE 


gn MPemory 


of our late Pastor 


Kiev. George MW. MWMerschroth, D. B. 


PASTOR OF ST. PAUL’S GERMAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FROM OCTOBER 15, 1885, TO THE DAY OF HIS DEATH 
APRIL 25, 1913. 


He was a faithful servant of our Lord Jesus Christ; a father to his 


Sunday School; a wise and careful counsellor and a helpful friend to the 
needy. At the time of his death he was the President of the German 
Lutheran Conference of New York and also President of the Lutheran 
Ministerial Association of Syracuse, N. Y. 

Erected by the Societies and Sunday School of St. Paul’s German 
Lutheran Church. 


REV. MERSCHROTH’S MEMORIAL TABLET 
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Lord, The church he served, not only prospered under his 
ministry, but his influence for good extended far beyond the 
bounds of his own congregation. This was evidenced by the 
large crowds, including city officials, who were present at his 
funeral. His sympathetic nature, kindness of heart, and readiness 
to lend a helphing hand to the needy, won for him many friends. 


At the funeral which was largely attended, the following 
brethren officiated: Rev. R. Kessler gave an address in German, 
followed by Dr. Zimmermann in English, Rev. A. S. Hardy 
spoke briefly in behalf of the Synod, and Rev. Dattan conducted 
the services. The services at the grave were conducted by the 
Rev. Wm, Popcke. 

With this brief sketch of the life of our departed brother 
your committee would offer the following: 

Whereas, Since we last met in Synodical convention it hath 
pleased the Great Head of the church to call from his earthly 
labors, one of our ministerial brethren, who for many years has 
faithfully labored in the territory of this Synod; therefore, 


RESOLVED, That in the death of this brother the church 
has lost one of its long-tried and faithful ministers and this 
Synod one of its eminently useful members. 

RESOLVED, That while we drop from our roll a name of 
long standing, we are reminded that the longest term of service 
possible for us in the vineyard of the Lord, is short; that eternity is 
constantly drawing nearer, and that it becomes us to do with all 
might what our hands find to do, for soon time with us shall end. 


RESOLVED, That as a Synod, we hereby tender to the 
bereaved family and friends of our departed borther, our heart- 
felt sympathy, and commend them to that God of all grace and 
consolation, whom their loved one so faithfully served." 


Respectfully submitted, 
The Committee. 


The death of Rev. Geo, M. Merschroth was a hard blow to the congre- 
gation, The members of the church were so used to his preaching and so 
attached to the Pastor that they often spoke of him as their father, and it 


*) For a more complete study of the life and work of Dr. Merschroth 
we refer the reader to the little memorialbook of Rev. Geo. Marschroth, 
which was published in clothbound form in 1917, copies of which may still 
be secured from the Church Board for the price of $ .50 per copy. 
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seemed that no one would be able to take his place. For several months 


the pulpit was supplied by pastors of the German Conference and Hartwick 
Seminary students. 


The Church Council out of respect to the deceased Pastor and his family 
decided not to select a successor until fall. The Missionary Superintendent 
of the New York Synod, Dr. Zinsmeister, suggested that the church obtain 
the service of a student from Susquehanna University for the summer. 
Frederick C, Ellermann preached his first sermon on Sunday June 29th. 
The Chureh Council advised by the President of the German Conference 
advertised in the German paper “Zionsbote” for an ordained pastor, 
Applications were sent in to the Secretary from all parts of the United 


States, mostly from the West. A Congregational meeting was called and 
held Sept, 4th, 1913. 


The members of the church were very much interested in selecting 
a pastor. After the reading of the letters from different pastors, known 
and unknown, the suggestions of the Church Council, and the recommen- 
dations of the President of the Conference, the first ballot was cast 
resulting in the unanimous election of the supply pastor. A Committee 
was appointed to urge Mr. Ellerman's ordination. The Committee 
consisted of Messrs, J. M. Luther, E. E. Ritter, F. Yenny, and Wm. Reiffel. 
Duly ordained on the second day of October 1913 at the Synod meeting 
in Gloversville, N. Y. Rev. Frederick C. Ellermann was installed Pastor of 
the church. A report of the installation service we quote form the Lutheran 
Church paper: “Church Work and Observer," 


"Syracuse, N. Y. The installation of Rev, Fred, Ellermann as Pastor 
of St. Paul's Church at Syracuse, N. Y., took place on the 16th of October, 
A. large concourse of members and friends filled the auditorium and gallery 
oi the church, While the organ played the processional the members of the 
Church Council and the attending Clergymen marched through the center 
aisle to the altar, Rev. H. M, Schroeder and Rey. A, S. Hardy, both of 
Syracuse, had charge of the liturgical part of the service. Rev. F. Brezinski, 
of Jersey City, delivered the charge to the Pastor. Rev. J. Zimmerman, 
D, D., LL. Du, of Syracuse, delivered the charge to the congregation. 


The act of installation was perlormed by Rev. Wm. Popcke, Ph, D., 
of New York City, President of the German Conference of the Synod of 
New York. The church choir rendered several beautiful anthems, and 
the service was of a highly impressive character. 


The new Pastor is a promising young man, a member of the Synod of 
New York. He has studied at the Breklum Seminary in Germany and at 
the Susquehanna University. He was unanimously elected to succeed the 
late Rey. Geo. Merschroth, D. D., who had been the faithful Pastor of 
St. Paul's Church for twenty-eight years. 


The church work and its various departments are in splendid condition. 
The prospects for rapid and substantial growth of this prominent church 


in the near future under the able leadership of the new Pastor are 
very bright.” 


26 








REV. F. C. ELLERMANN 





The first years under the leadership of the new pastor 
brought various changes. The total receipts of the church from 
pew rents had never exceeded the 5 600.00 mark. It was 
necessary to finance the church through some different method. 
The “Duplex Envelope System" was adopted and Mr, Frank 
Yenny was elected Financial Secretary. The church income 
through the faithful and continued efforts of the Financial 
Secretary grew from a few hundred to several thousand dollars. 


Up to 1914 all of the services were conducted in the German 
language. The Sunday School songs, opening exercises, and 
prayers were in German. The societies transacted their business 
in a language which often only one-half of the persons 
present understood. It was desirable to introduce the English 
Services and to transact business in the language that all could 
understand so as to retain the interest of all of the young people. 
The first English Sermon was preached by the Pastor on Palm 
Sunday 1914 at which time fourteen children were confirmed. 
Most of the people were pleasantly surprised to find that their 
pastor whom they believed could preach nothing but German was 
able to deliver an impressive English Sermon without manus- 
cript. From this date on English services were included in the 
church calendar and the pastor was asked to study at the Uni- 
versity and prepare himself for English preaching and conduct 
English services once a month. English hymn books were 
ordered, new choir music was furnished by the congregation and 
within a years time the members felt quite at home in the church 
listening to English preaching and singing. The Societies, one 
by one, followed the example of the church and introduced the 
English language. The Sunday School rapidly outgrew the 
German song books, Biblische Geschichte, and spelling books, 
and introduced the Graded Lesson Series, Sunday School Hymn 
Books, and parish papers. 

On April 25th, 1914, the first anniversary of Rey. Mersch- 
roth's death, memorial services were held in the church. A 
bronze tablet donated by the Sunday-school, the Ladies Aid and 
the Luther League was unveiled and dedicated. 


Rev, Reinhold Kessler, Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 
Oswego, N. Y., a life long friend of the deceased pastor, deliver- 
ed the Sermon. The Lutheran Pastor's association af the City, 
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of which Rev. Merschroth had been President, held English 
Services in the Evening. 


In the Summer of 1914 the Trustees sanctioned the installa- 
tion of the new steam-heating plant at an expense of 5 1383,00 
using the Magee Boiler and pressed iron radiators with vacuum- 
vapor system, placing this heating system in the church and the 
Sunday-school the Trustees had incurred a debt of § 1000.00 but 
this amount was paid off in less than a years’ time. Improvements 
were also made in the parsonage, such as installing electric 
lights, papering and redecorating. 


At the reformation festival in 1916 an individual communion 
set with one hundred and forty glasses and three aluminium trays 
was consecrated. In October of the same year plans were discussed 
by the Church Board and Mr. P. Wolter, architect, relating tu 
the rebuilding of the church, raising the whole structure and 
veneering the exterior. The preliminary discussions were 
forcibly brought to the attention of the members of the church 
at the New Year's meeting. The congregation, however, decid- 
ed against such a plan and voted to replace the present edifice 
by a new church. A committee of fifty men was to be appointed 
to solicit the necessary funds. This announcement came coinci- 
dentally with the pastor's resignation and subsequent decline of 
a call from the largest German Lutheran Church in Balti- 


more, Md, 


In March 1917 changes were made in the constitution to the 
effect that the pastor be Chairman ex-officio of the church and 
the council, and the congregation elect four elders, four deacons, 
and four trustees instead of three of each as heretofore. A 
building committee was appointed as follows; Dr. N. W. Van 
Lengen, Chairman, O. Wunderlich, Sec. Henry Griep, Treas. 
H. Eckhoff, J, Rieth, Bennett Shipley, and J. Schunck. This 
Building Committee was very active, because they were deter- 
mined to build a new church the same year. Dr. Van Lengen 
and Mr. G. Wittwer selected several sites and confered with 
some of the leading bankers of the City to negotiate a loan. 
Dr. Zinsmeister was invited to sound the trumpet in the drive 
for a new St, Paul's Church. On April 21st this matter was 
presented to the congregation. A large cross for the recording 
of pledges was brought into the church, and on that Sunday 
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morning over 5 12.000.00 was subscribed. Everything was in 
readiness for the congregational meeting to sanction the building 
of the church, but to the disappointment of the Building Com- 
mittee, who had in their hands the pledges of about one 
hundred and fifty church members, and the societies, amounting 
to about $ 16000.00 and the promise of the President of the 
Syracuse Savings Bank to grant a loan of $ 30 000.00, the per- 
mission was withheld largely because this Country had become 
involved in the world war. 


We all realize to-day that the church should have been built 
in 1916 or 1917. But then, we all make mistakes, we may brood 
over them but no matter how much we regret the past we cannot 
change it. We all longed for a new St. Paul's Church, but it was 
not to be. In spite of opposition and discouragement the com- 
mittee continued its work, though probably not with the zeal and 
enthusiasm they had at first, but they kept the building proposi- 
tion ever before the congregation hoping that by chance they 
might feel with them as deeply and see as clearly the necessity 
of a new church. The years have passed very rapidly and at 
this present writing we are forced to say, “We are still praying 
to Him who guideth the hearts of men like waterbrooks" that 
He might make our people willing to give freely of the 
possessions which God has given them for the speedy building 
of a new St. Paul's Church, May our prayers be answered! 


After the memorable year of 1917 and its heated dis- 
cussions, matters of minor interest may be reported. A parish 
paper, "The Messenger" was printed monthly and a Church 
Calendar annually. A Dietz Church Bulletin board was placed 
on the Oswego Street side. 


| At a congregational meeting held April 8th, 1919, the 
| Trustees were empowered to buy the Sherwood properly 
| adjoining the Church on Shonnard Street, since it had become 
| evident that the members wanted the new Church to be built 
on the present site. The congregation was canvassed to realize 
the money needed to acquire this property, 2424 square feet 
were sold at $ 2.50 sq. ft. The two family house was rented for 
the time being, but after two years the members of the different 
societies, especially the Bible Class and Sunday-school Teachers, 
realized that this place might be turned into an excellent Parish 
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House, providing the societies with club rooms and the Sunday- 
school with the much needed class rooms for the children, The 
members of the church acting upon this recommendation 
authorized the rebuilding of the parish property for the use of 
the societies and the children. The proceeds of the 1920 church 
fair were to be used to cover the unusual expense. The com- 
mittee, however, entering upon the task of rebuilding this 
property, found that it was necessary to spend twice the amount 
realized at the church fair. For more than a year the Chairman 
of the Committee met the expenses himself and finally donated 
a large portion of it to the church. We cannot let this opport- 
unity pass without saying a word of recognition to the committee 
handling the work of remodeling, they certainly have done a 
wonderful work, may God bless their labors, we know they 
have not been in vain. 


Beginning with the year 1917, the Pastor yielding to the 
demands of a great many members began to preach English 
every Sunday. For more than three years the Pastor, almost 
injuring his health, tried to do the impossible, conducting German 
Services at 10 o'clock and English Services at 11 o'clock 
overseeing the Sunday School, teaching a training class beside 
taking care of the Mission Charge in Camillus, The war changed 
a great many things not only in the political world but also in 
church work, The German services, probably because of the 
early hour of worship, were not attended as faithfully by the 
German speaking people of the congregation as might have been 
expected. The congregation was passing through a crisis: was 
the German or the English element to dominate? A crisis 
through which many other congregations had to pass; many 
churches lost their bearing at this critical point, abandoning the 
work, The members of the church found themselves drifting 
into the English. With the fall of 1920 the German services 
were limited to but one service a month. A keen observer 
cannot but marvel at the great changes that have taken place 
within less than one decade. The financial problem has been 
solved, the language question has been peacefully settled, the 
church building proposition is slowly nearing its realization and 
the congregation inspite of all the obstacles has not only held 
its own, but is growing, 


32 


CAMILLUS, N. Y. 


For a great number of years the German and Western 
Conferences of the New York Synod had been agitating mission 
work in Camillus, a small town ten miles west of Syracuse. 
Finally the German Conference on account of the German 
speaking element in this section of the county decided to under- 
take the work. It was planned to canvass the field and have 
the pastors of Syracuse alternate in conducting the Services. 
With great enthusiasm the Missionary Supt. and the local pastors 
canvassed the field and sent out invitations for Sunday Noy. 
7th, 1915. The following is a copy of a newspaper clipping 
announcing the services, from the Marcellus Times: 


“Lutheran Mission" to be started among German-speaking 
residents. Several Lutheran ministers of Syracuse will arrive 
here next Sunday for the purpose of starting a Lutheran 
Mission, Sometime during the month of October the field was 
inspected under the supervision of the missionary superintendent, 
Rey. Carl Zinsmeister, D, D., of New York; the results were 
more than favorable; more than one hundred Lutherans were 
found living in this town and vicinity, some of whom were 
without any connection with the local churches. Most of the 
Lutherans belong to the early emigrants from Germany and 
Austria-Hungary, speaking the German language, This promis- 
ing field for missionary service has been placed in the hands 
of the Rev. Frederick C. Ellermann, Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church, Syracuse. Arrangements have been made for Sunday 
services commencing with next Sunday, November 7, at 
3 o'clock in the afternoon, At this first Lutheran service there 
will be some of the best speakers from Syracuse. The first 
speaker will be the President of the Western Conference of the 
Lutheran Church, Rev. H. M. Schroeder, and the President of 
the Lutheran Ministerial Association of Syracuse, Rev. H. G. 
Dattan, D. D, The services will be held in the Presbyterian 
Church. Everybody welcome.” 


All the Pastors had promised their support but in the end 
the bulk of the work and the responsibility fell upon the 
younger man. Rev. Ellermann was asked to preach regular 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Camillus. The work 
promised good results, more than thirty families united with the 
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mission. After a few weeks the Camillus people decided to 
organize a Sunday-school and Mr. Andrew Zipp became the first 
Superintendent, he was assisted by Mrs. Schaaf, Mrs. A, Zipp, 
Dorothea Krakau, Amelia Forgon and Mrs. Baumer. 

The Pastor in the winter of 1916 managed to preach every 
Sunday afternoon regardless of rain or snow. A class of cate- 
chumens received weekly instructions and were confirmed on 
Palm Sunday 1916, More than one hundred and fifty people 
crowded the church to witness the act of confirmation, The 
small flock felt encouraged and were almost persuaded to buy 
the vacant Presbyterian Church with the aid of the Church 
Extension Board, but then many of the faithful supporters of the 
Mission moved from Camillus. 

The membership instead of increasing seemed to be on the 
decrease, The Pastor found it difficult to meet the congregation 
every Sunday at the appointed hour. There were no afternoon 
trains on the Auburn R. R., therefore the Pastor was met at 
Camillus Junction or Marcellus Station. Renting a church for 
services and keeping it heated, buying books out of the meager 
Sunday collections, found the men of the mission many times 
at the end of their wits. Some thought the services ought to be 
discontinued unless the Mission Board was willing to carry on 
the work and guarantee financial assistance. The New York 
Synod, however, was not inclined to encourage any new mission 
in its territory and, therefore, aid was refused, The Pastor 
shouldered the burden alone, bought a Ford car and continued 
the work without assistance from the Board. 

For another period the Pastor and at times the church 
guartet, Messrs, Wunderlich, Yunker, Wohleber, Mayer, assisted 
by Miss Louise Moschell, Mrs. R. Fout, P. Thompson, and the 
Organist, Mrs. N. W. Van Lengen, would motor to Camillus to 
conduct the German Services. 

Gradually, however, the Pastor found his health failing 
under the strain of the two morning services in his own church. 
Then the constant decrease in membership owing to the 
fluctuating population made it necessary to limit the services; 
only two services were held a month. The outcome of the war 
and the return of some of the families to the Fatherland finally 
gave the death blow to our beloved little mission, The work 
was abandoned in the summer of 1920. 
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THE WORLD WAR. 


The last page of our historical sketch is devoted to the 
church activity during the world war. Fifty-one boys of the 
congregation served either in the army or navy. Twenty saw 
foreign service, being located in the Toul Sector, the Argonne 
Forest, and some of them taking part in the St. Mihil drive. 
Fighting on the battle field was a new experience for Our Boys. 
Many of them were trembling at the thought of bombs, sub- 
marines, and poison gases. And many a faint hearted youth 
was seen at the station hiding his tears, saying farewell to his 
sweetheart, parents, brothers, sisters, and friends, Our thoughts 
were continually with them, our prayers were for their speedy 
return, While Our Boys were doing the fighting for Uncle Sam 
our members were working loyally to keep them physically, 
morally, and spiritually well. Everybody was “doing his bit" 
to help win the war. All the members of the church with hardly 
one exception were buying Liberty bonds, supporting the war- 
chest, and the various relief societies. Our children were 
investing their pennies in war-saving-stamps or thrift-stamps, 
singing patriotic songs, and marching like soldiers to the popular 
tunes, Our women were busy helping the Red Cross, serving 
at the R. R. stations, on troop-trains, sewing bandages, etc. The 
young people were making up packages, knitting sweaters, 
writing letters, etc., all for ,Our Boys in Khaki and Blue." Some 
of Our Boys in service won distinctions, being commissioned as 
officers, Lieutenants, Sergeants, Corporals, etc. others obtaining 
service medals, etc. 

“Over there" buried in the foreign soil rest the bodies of 
two of Our Boys, John Schmidt and John Krakau, both killed 
in action in 1918. 


NAMES OF BOYS IN SERVICE. 
HONOR ROLL. 


(Our Boys in Service) 


Biederstedt, Fred Bristol, Carl 
Buckman, Raymond Cronin, H. 
Burg, William Engstler, George 
Ball, Joseph Fout, Russell 
Boehme, Christian Floering, Emil 
Bristol, Ernest Fridli, Fred 


1S) 
or 


Griep, Rudolf Mumford, E. H. 


Gekeler, William Neufang, Jac. 
Gronau, Frank Reissig, Frank 
Hekkila, Axel Rieth, Carl 
Kalinowski, George Ross, Harold 
Kalinowski, Carl Strange, John 
Klein, John Studier, Robert 
Kolloff, Harold Schweitzer, Fred 
Kreuzer, August Schmidt, Fred 
Krakau, John, Schmidt, Gustave 
Kaelber, Floyd Schmidt, John 
Lampert, Peter Schultz, Herman 
Luther, Carlysle Smith, Charles 
Leger, Oscar Steingraber, John 
Lang, Adolf Schweinberger, Edw. 
Luthers, Carl Unz, Floyd 
McDonald, Linn Wittwer, Elmer 
Martlew, Joe Wolf, J. 

Meier, Alfred Zophie, Max 


After the signing of the Armistice Nov. 11th, 1918, Our Boys 
who had actually been in the fighting lines knew that the war 
was won, but not until February, 1919, were they permitted to 
come home, There was great rejoicing in Syracuse and in 
St. Paul's Church as we listened to the stories of our heroic 
Sons, we were pround of them and were happy of every dollar 
we had invested in Government bonds, etc. Although the fighting 
had ceased the worst was yet to come. The downfall of the 
empires, anarchy, and revolution spreading over the whole of 
Europe brought about famine, disease, and an appalling increase 
in the death rates. America, the richest nation in the world, 
was naturally prevailed upon to carry on the relief work among 
the starving millions of Central Europe, the Near East, Armenia, 
etc. Our church sent several hundred pounds of clothing to 
Poland, Austria Hungary, Germany, etc. St. Paul's Church took 
an active part in the raising of funds for the Relief Drives, 
contributing as follows: 


Central Relief Committee. . . . . . . $ 525,25 
Lutheran World Service Campaign » 600.00 
Hoover Drive . 5, OF eee A 700.00 


” 


Total $ 1825.00 
Brief mention should be made of those friends who, as far 
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as they are known to us, have bestowed particular gifts upon 
our church, as follows: 


A Marble statue of Christ and by F. H. Schneider and ° 

A Model of the New Church Family. 

A pair of altar candle sticks by Mr. Anton Mayer 

A brass altar cross by the Misses Finkbeiner 

A Baptismal basin by Mrs. P. Derschang (In memory of her 
daughter) 

Black, white, purple and green altar covers donated and 

stitched by Mrs. J. Schellmann, 


The following memorial windows were donated by Church 
Organizations and Individual Members: 


Ladies Aid Society 
Young Peoples Society 
Sunday School 

Junior League. 


There is an artistic memorial window on the Oswego street 
side in honor of the name most prominently connected with the 
earliest history of this church, Mr. George Finkbeiner, placed 
there by the love and loyalty of his children; one on the 
Shonnard street side given by J. Schellman in memory of his 
mother; and a third, dedicated by Mrs, G. Finck to her beloved 
father, Weand Van Lengen, who had served his church with 
much affection and fidelity. Simply to look upon such things 
and to realize what they are intended to convey to us, is an 
inspiration as weil as a comfort, 


In pleasant anticipation also we can refer to another gift, 
a sum of money to be used for a memorial window which is to 
perpetuate the one name honored and beloved not only by this 
church, but also by this entire community, the Rev, Geo, M. 
Merschroth, D. D., Our deceased Pastor, who served St. Paul's 
Church for more than twenty-eight years. 


We think of the gifts of money gathered in all these years 
and sent out for all the missionary causes, helping to evangelize 
the world, Statistics are not attractive; we may rest assured 
that our church has always been actively interested in home and 
foreign missions and the benevolent institutions of the Synod. 
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We can think also, but cannot record, those unknown gifts ol 
the many more, which have been rendered for the honor of Him 
in whose name they were offered. 


History is not made; it makes itself, We can gather a 
glimpse and only that, after much search from the incomplete 
and most unsatisfactory records which have been officially 
preserved. Many of the records of both Sunday-school and 
church have been lost or for some unknown reasons not 
considered worth recording by our Fathers. 


We trust that many who read this book will help remedy 
the error of former years of treating as insignificant any of the 
transactions pertaining to the Lord's work. May they carefully 
gather those things, that the editor of the fiftieth Anniversary 
Book may be spared the troublesome efforts of obtaining inform- 
ation from unreliable sources. Let it be understood that books 
and minutes and official reports do not become the property of 
those who happen to have their keeping and preparation in 
charge, but are, in fact and by right, the property of the church, 
and should be surrendered and preserved by the church officials. 

Blessed be the Fathers and Mothers who laid the foundation 
so strong. And although most of them have gone from our 
midst, a few being reserved for later benediction of peace, yet 
noble children have been raised up to enter into the great 
activities of life. We believe that our young friends will be 
obedient to the heavenly vision, and that within their hearts 
will be kindled afresh the fires of devotion. 


CHURCH BOARD. 


It has become proverbial to speak of the “always faithful 
few" and truely this applies to no other organization in such 
full proportions as to the church. In the church it is generally 
the Council or the Pastor who has to shoulder the burden. Most 
of the men serving on the Board during the past forty years, 
whether as Elders, Deacons, or Trustees, have given their 
services to the church freely and unstintingly. We would like 
to mention in this connection the excellent service rendered by 
Mr. Philip Kies who served as an officer of the church for more 
than thirty years; Mr. Chas. Schramm, who as Treasurer and 
Supt. of the Sunday School has done excellent work; Messrs. 
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THE CHURCH COUNCIL 





John Kuehner, Chas. Finkbeiner, Henry Griep, etc. who from the 
very beginning have remained faithful to their church. 


The members of the Board, past and present, are as follows: 


Ball, Joseph Kelsen, Chas, 
Balitz, William Luther, John 

Braun, Peter Prehn, Jacob 

Doll, John Reiffel, Wm. 
Eckhoff, H. Ritter, Ernest 
Finkbeiner Carl Reith, John 
Guckert, William Schroeder, Fred 
Grun, Ludwig Seib, Peter 

Glanert, Albert Schramm, Chas., Sr. 
Hepiner, L. Schultz, Fred 
Holzworth, Fred Schunck, J, 

Hurst, Ernest Sell, Ferdinand 
Klein, Henry Schneider, Fred’k H. 
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Rey. G. Wenning’s Letter. 


Rey. J. Nicum D. D,, then pastor of St. John's Lutheran 
Church during the fall and winter of 1881 organised a mission 
in what was then called the fifth Ward. 


Mr, George Finkbeiner, Seymour street, assisted his Pastor, 
Rey. Nicum, most effectively taking charge of the Sunday 
School conducted in his shop on Seymour street, while Rev. 
Nicum served the people regularly by preaching services on 
Sunday afternoons. 

From the shop the Sunday School moved to Good Will 
Congregational chapel. 

Mr, Finkbeiner was still the faithful superintendent when 
the writer arrived at Syracuse sometime in March 1882 to supply 
the church at Liverpool then vacant through the resignation of 
Rev, Leddin and the mission in the fifth ward under the super- 
vision of Rev. Nicum. On the second Sunday after Easter the 
undersigned preached his first sermon in the to him foreign land 
on the gospel of the day: John 10, 12—16; a sermon for which 
at least 35 to 40 minutes were required, was delivered in exactly 
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12 minutes. But the good people of St. Paul's had the kindness 
to come forward to congratulate the boy preacher just eighteen 
years old at the time. About ten days later a full organization 
of St. Paul's was effected and the writer was called as the first 
pastor of the mission. Mr. Wm. Guckert was elected president, 
Chas. Siebold, elder, Batzer, secretry, J. Kuehner, treasurer. 

Mr, Finkbeiner at his urgent request was relieved of the 
superintendency of the Sunday School after a most faithful 
service, which had meant to him a great sacrifice and the pastor 
with Mr. Chas. Siebold took charge of this important agency 
of the church, 

As most of the people had formerly belonged to churches in 
the second ward served by the General Synod and the writer 
happened to belong to the General Council at the time he could 
not see his way clear to fall in line with the plan of joining the 
General Synod together with the congregation and was recalled 
by the Home Mission Board of his body. 

G. Wenning, 


Rey. C. E. Raymond's Letter, 


Like as the people of Macedonia, just so did I find the 
faithful in anxious waiting for the gospel message, when I came 
to Syracuse in September 1882. Because of the Grace of God, 
the willing sacrifice of the faithful, and the generosity of fellow- 
citizens, it was possible to dedicate Saint Paul's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, to the Honor and Glory of God Triune, and 
for the salvation of those who care to accept the invitation. 


Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. — I thank my God upon every 
remembrance of you. — Always in every prayer of mine for 
you all making request with joy. — For your fellowship in the 
gospel from the first day until now. — Being confident of this 
very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ, Philippians 1, 2—6. 

With hearty congratulations to Pastor, Council, and Congre- 
gation for your fortieth anniversary, and a prayerful God bless 
you all. In nomine Jesu! 


Rey, Charles Edward Raymond, D. D. 


Pastor Emeritus. 
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1902 
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$ 


630.99 

912.39 
1065.07 
1218.44 
1286.95 
1413.10 
2322.85 
3219.34 
5237.65 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT, 
by Mr. William Reiffel. 


Forty years of Sunday School life! Who can recount what 
has been done? We can number the years, but we cannot 
measure them. To-day we think of the influence that has gone 
out from this school, Forty years! how long it seems and yet 
how short in the passing. Precious memories come to us, 
thoughts tumultuously, that they are past utterance. These are 
dream years and yet they are real years. We think of the car- 
penter shop and the men and women who Sunday after Sunday 
would come from the north side church to teach the children of 
our school. We think of the humble beginning and call to mind 
how the Sunday School scholars and teachers worked and 
studied and wrestled with the problems which confronted them 
to make possible St, Paul's Church and Sunday School. There 
are those who are now the burden bearers in the church, who 
in the past were boys and girls in the Sunday School, whose 
names are recorded in the membership list, and many there are 
who haye gone on before, who were pupils and afterward 
teachers in our school. Memory brings them up at this anni- 
versary, faithful, loving ones, whom we are sure to meet in the 
realms beyond. 


Among these earnest faithful workers in our Sunday School 
we find such names as these, Geo, Finkbeiner, Ludw. Trage, 
Sophia Bruns, Mrs. Rice, Mrs. Rolf, Phil. Finkbeiner, H. Rice, 
A, Wiemer, E, Rice, and G, Guckert. 


The first superintendent of the Sunday School was Mr. 
George Finkbeiner, some recall his tall, stately form and 
dignified presence. We cannot but admire the spirit of our 
fathers. Surely good work has been done by these teachers. 
Sunday mornings they would teach the children in their own 
Sunday School, in the afternoon they would walk two or three 
miles to instruct the children of our little mission on Seymour 
street. As always, faithful work is crowned with abundant 
success. In 1885 the Sunday School had grown to a membership 
of 59 scholars. Of all the faithful officers and teachers we would 
like to make mention of the following: George Finkbeiner, 
Emma Kuehner, Anna Knodel, Friedrich Holzwarth, Katherine 
Dierlam, Henry Griep, Chas, Schramm sr., Augusta Neuman, 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS, MRS. F. YENNY, TEACHER 





SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS, F. YENNY, TEACHER 








SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS, MISS. MOSCHELL, TEACHER 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS, 
ROSE LAMPERT, TEACHER 




















SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTING, THE PARISH HOUSE 
ONONDAGA PARK 











SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTING, BURNET PARK 
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Paul Borchard, Augusta E. Merschroth, Anna Finkbeiner, Chas. 
Siebold, L. Blant, Chas. Gilcher, Christ Lehman, William Dam- 
rad, Karl Wild, Friedrich Schulz, Emil Mittelstedt, W. Balitz, 
Mrs, J. Schellman, Mrs. J. Stedman, E. E. Ritter, F. Yenny, 
W. Reiffel, Louise Moschell, Sophie Tanneberger-Neumann, 
Mrs. J. Schuessle, L, Schwab, L. Kessler sr, Marie Wagner, 
Lizzie Guckert, Christian Stein, F. Guckert, Margaret Blattler- 
Hansen, Marie Gutman, J. Williams, Clara Finkbeiner, Nellie 
Finkbeiner -Bryers, Henrietta Schultz-Hammond, Sophie 
Schunck-Buckanan, Libby Moschell, Marie Schmutzler-Martin, 
Louise Kuhn-Ritter, Emma Kies-Engstler, Mrs. P. Derschang, 
Bertha Grillenberger-Beyreuter, Bertha Senhauser, Robert 
Zobel, Ella Grillenberger-Jones, Anna Krause, Bertha Ehrman- 
traut-Marty, Anna Zell, Hedwig Leppert-Smith, Tilly Ritter- 
Dohne, Hedwig Ritter-Yenny, Marie Schroder, Edith Schroder, 
Anna Lind-Mooney, Martha Stadelman-Osgood, Bertha Frost- 
James, J. Beeg, P. Beyreuter, Cora Kessler-Welter, Augusta 
Merschroth-Van Lengen, Cora Burkhard-Ford, Grace Burkhard, 
Lester Engstler, Ella Yunker-Scott, Alfred Maier, Elsie Decker- 
Luther, Anna Beeg, Louise Gekeler-Scoonmaker, Marion 
Grillenberger-Burchard, Geo. Kalinowski, John Klein, J. Hunger, 
Marie Wittwer, Lena Schweinberger - Fortenbough, Marie 
Schutzeichel, Alice Kalinowski, Bertha Dohn, Marie Hirsch- 
Gessler, Martha Schweinberger-Fout. Mrs. F. Hepfner, Rosa 
Lang, Edna Zinter, Caroline Schunck-Géttel, Martin Schlecht, 
Florence Ball, Florence Eckhoff, Florence Kessler-Wein, Marie 
Kessler-Young, Dora Schultz-Hurst, E. Hurst, J. Zell, J. Heusner, 
J. Metzger, 

The Sunday School gave an operetta in June 1900 in 
Ramions Hall and realized $ 75.57. ‘this Amount and § 250 
more were turned over to the building fund for a new 
Sunday School. 

In 1905 the teachers adopted the “Cross and Crown" 
reward system which greatly increased the attendance of our 
Sunday School scholars. 

A Memorial-Window Fund, created for the purpose of in- 
stalling memorial windows in memory of the late Rev. George 
M. Merschroth, brought in $ 138,51, which made possible the 
purchase of two windows. One of the windows was dedicated 
to Friedrich Schulz, our faithful Superintendent untill 1912, the 
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other to Dr. Merschroth, our beloved Pastor and friend. At the 
time the memorial tablet was installed the Sunday School gave 
$ 45 toward this fund. Ever since 1914 the Sunday School has 
placed flowers on the altar for the Sunday services which after- 
ward were send to sick children, A wreath has been placed on the 
grave of the late Rev. Merschroth every year on Memorial Day. 
At the request of Rev. Ellermann, Mrs. J. Schellmann visited the 
mothers of infants thus organizing the “Cradle Roll" depart- 
ment, Our Sunday School passed through the period of language 
transition with very little disturbance. German and English 
were being taught in some of the classes till 1915, when it was 
considered necessary to adopt the graded lesson series. In 
July 1917 the first adult Bible Class was organized, Mr. F, Con- 
ners, Teacher. During the summer of 1917 Mrs. Augusta 
E. Merschroth was elected superintendent and teacher of this 
department. To increase the Sunday School offerings in the 
Sunday School the teachers adopted the envelope system which 
practically doubled our income. 

A re-union of all past officers. and teachers was held in 
April 1919 which proved to be a great success. Another re- 
union of charter members of the Sunday School and former 
teachers was held in May this year attended by a great number 
of those faithful workers, In April 1919 the Primary department 
gave a “Tom Thumb Wedding" in the church under the 
direction of Mrs, J. Stedman and Miss, Lena Schweinberger 
with great success. 

There are five events during the year to which our children 
are invited, fastnachts-party, Sunday School and church picnic, 
Childrens day, Halloween party, and Christmas, All these days 
are red letter days in the calendar of our Sunday School and 
are looked forward to with great anticipation. 

The Sunday School teachers are doing a great work, in- 
structing the young beside singing in the church choir every Lord’s 
Day. In recognition of the splendid service which these are 
rendering their church we say with the psalmist, “those who 
teach shall shine as the light of the firmament.” “Sing a new 
song unto the Lord, Make His place glorious.” 

The present officers of the Sunday School are as follows, 
Rey, F. C, Ellerman, general Superintendent; E. E. Ritter, Super- 
intendent; F, Yenny, first assistent Superintendent; Augusta BE, 
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CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN OF ONE FAMILY 
IN OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL 





Merschroth, Superintendent of the Bible Class; Mrs. J. Schuessle, 
Superintendent of the Cradle Roll; R. Lohrman, second assistent 
Superintendent; Mrs. C. Durling, assistent Superintendent of the 
Cradle Roll; Mildred Hahnke, Finance Secretary; Mildred Balitz, 
recording Secretary; William Reiffel, Treasurer; Irene Schunck, 
Secretary of the Cradle Roll. 

Teachers at the present time are as follows, E. E. Ritter, 
Louise Moschell, Frank Yenny, R. Lohrman, Anna Yenney, Wm. 
Reiffel, Irene Schunck, Mildred Balitz, Martha Balitz, Nellie 
Balitz, Elsie Felkel, Helen Beeg, Gustave Schneider, George 
Young, Amelia Frost, Mildred Hahnke, Augusta E. Merschroth, 
Mrs. P. S. Chaconas, Herman Obergfell. 


MEMBERS OF ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


Andregg, Gertrude 
Ardner, Florence 
Ardner, Howard 
Ardune, Leland 
Baker, Richard 
Baker, Harry 
Balitz, Marie 
Beeg, Carl 
Beyreuther, Louise 
Beyreuther, Robert 
Beyreuther, Marie 
Bland, Alton 
Bryers, Candice 
Bryers, Carl 
Bryers, Dorothy 
Burghard, Alma 
Chaconas, Marcus 
Chaconas, Mildred 
Chaconas, Pano 
Couse, Richard 
Collins, Dora 
Cotier, Amelia 
Davis, Herbert 

De Lant, Clifford 
De Lant, Hilda 
Dohne, Raymond 
Ditch, Doris 
Eckert, William 
Fisher, Helen 

Fix, Esther 
Galati, Charles 


Glanert, Helen 
Glanert, Louise 
Glanert, Ruth 
Glink, Edward 
Hammond, Raymond 
Hekkila Eva 
Hepiner, Fred 
Hepiner, Julia 
Hepfner, William 
Hepfner, Catherine 
Hepfner, Genevieve 
Hillenbrand, Edward 
Hillenbrand, Carrie 
Hillenbrand, Mary 
Hudson, Albert 
Hudson, Charles 
Jackson, Margaret 
Jackson, Walter 
James, Harold 
John, Marie 

John, William 
Jones, Estelle 
Kies, John 

hies, Katherine 
Kies, William 
Klein, Fred 

Klein, William 
Koradill, Fred 
Koradill, George 
Krause, Fred 
Lutzy, Fred 
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Lang, Edward 
Lyons, Eddie 
Lang, Freida 

Lang, Emma 
March, Andrew 
March, Earl 
March, Edna 
Martin, Herbert 
Martin, Raymond 
Mittelstedt, Emma 
Mittelstedt, Margaret 
Miller, Arthur 
Nelepovitz, Margaret 
Neumeier, Herman 
Neumeier, Frances 
Neumeier, Fred 
Neumeier, Helen 
Neumeier, Martha 
Neumeier, Robert 
Obergefell, Gussie 
Obergefell, Alice 
Pacheck, Margaret 
Pacheck, Pauline 
Petrie, Gertrude 
Pfeiffer, Leonhard 
Pfunder, Emily 
Pfunder, John 
Philips, Arthur 
Reben, Hazel 
Reith, Donald 
Reith, Harold 
Reith, Jack 

Reith, Virginia 
Reissig, Clarence 
Ritter, Elmer 
Richie, Albert 


Ardune, Earl 
Bland, Helen 
Couse, Arthur 
Couse, James 
Cross, Helen May 
Davis, Albertha 
Davis, Mary 
Guskie, Le Roy 
Hacker, Wilma 
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Roeschlaub, Catherine 


Roeschlaub, George 
Roeschlaub, Henry 


Roeschlaub, Raymond 


Rudd, Howard 
Schultz, Hazel 
Schultz, Robert 
Schunck, Marion 
Schunck, Louise 
Schessle, Frederick 
Schramm, Marion 
Schafransky, Leona 
Sherwood, Mildred 
Short, Vera 
Smith, Elizabeth 
Shmith, Charles 
Smith, Hilda 
Smith, Margaret 
Strail, Dorothy 
Strail, Howard 
Strail, Harold 
Stange, Walter 
Schmidt, Florence 
Smith, Genevieve 
Schlecht, Ludwig 
Vosburg, William 
Wolters, Hans 
Wolters, Lorna 
Williams, Helen 
Williams, Irene 
Williams, Marjorie 
Wise, Virginia 
Yenney, Virginia 
Young, Donald 
Young, Douglas. 


PRIMARY CLASS. 


Heffner, Hilda 
Heffner, George 
Hekkila, Helen E. 
Hammond, Ernest 
Insel, Joseph 
Insel, Marie 
James, Harold 
John, Christine 
Lyons, John 
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James, Esther 
Lehman, George 
Metzger, Jack 
Metzger, Norma 
Miller, Elmer 
Obergefell, Marie 
Phillips, Carola 
Phillips, Charlotte 
Reith, Frederick 
Reith, Paul 


Balitz, Fred 
Balitz, Martha 
Balitz, Mildred 
Bihler, Louise 
Beeg, Marie 
Beeg, Eva, 
Batis, Vivian 
Carroll, Robert 
Collins, Otto 
Dohn, Howard 
Ditch, Betty 
Felkel, Elsie 
Hillenbrand, J. 
Griep, Lester 
Hillenbrand, J. 
Jahn, Ella 
Kempter, Edwin 


Schramm, Irving 
Schunck, Katherine 
Smith, Minnie 

Van Lengen, George 
Van Lengen, Robert 
Williams, Charles 
Wilson, Beatrice 
Neumeier, Dorothy 
Floering, Catherine 
Bartlett, Dorothy. 


BIBLE CLASS (1918—1922). 


Killian, Carlton 
Knecht, Rosaline 
Kelsen, Howard 
Merschroth, Augusta E. 
Miller, Florence : 
Miller, Catherine 
Rosenberger, Edwin 
Pfeiffer, Fred 
Schweinberger, Otto 
Schwab, Ramona 
Schunck, Charles 
Schunck, Irene 
Schneider, Gustave 
Shipley, Adabella 
Shipley, Riley 
Tanneberger, Hugo 


Tanneberger, Dorothea. 


The Officers are. 
Mrs. A. Merschroth, Superintendent Rosa Knecht, Treas. 
Otto Schweinberger, President Florence Miller, Secretary. 
Chas. Schunck, Vice-President 


CRADLE ROLL. 


Karl Asmus 
Beatrice Ardner 
Robert Ardner 
Dorthy Barth 
Harold Barth 
Rosa Berger 
Wm, Bleich 
Robert C. Bleich 
Herman Bleich 
Clara Bleich 
Silvia Bristol 
Dorthy Browning 


Ed. Browning 
Fred Buckanan 
Ruth M, Burgmeier 
Edward Burgmeier 
Wm. R. Burns 
Robert Cleary 
M, Y. Clemens 
Robert Cotier 
Walter Cross 
Helen Cross 
Cuarles David 


Marie Davis 
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Louise Decker 
Thelma De Young 
Geo Drewitz 
Bernice Deckert 
Carence Durling 
Bety Jose Decker 
Marion Edem 
Mimmi Edem 
Anna Eipp 
Windfried Eipp 
Robert Eller 
Laura Fay 

Clara Fillinger 
Henriette Fischer 
Geo Fischer 
Albert Fischer 
Walter Fischer 
Marie Fischer 
Russel Freyer 
Ruth Freyer 
Dorthy M. Gronau 
Harold Gridly 
Henry Gustke 

L. Gustke 

Otto Gustke 
Virginia Giinther 
Wilma Hacker 
Caroline Hannan 
Catherine Hannan 
Helen Hekkila 
Geo Hepfner 
Hildegard Hepfner 
Anna Hepfner 
Hugo Heineman 
Doris Hoare 
Anita Hoare 
Ruth Hoare 
Raymond Hotaling 
Wm. E. Hotaling 
Mildred Insel 
Geo Insel 
Christian John 
Harold Kaske 
Eleonor Kalinowski 
Athem Kratz 
Ruth King 

John Kurtz 
Dorothea Kraft 
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Louise Larrabee 
Georgiana Little 
Rosa Luchmeyer 
Fred, Luchmeyer 
A Morey 

Joe Mac Cadden 
Elizabeth Mistura 
John Metzger 
Dorthy Neumeyer 
Loretta Neufang 
EF Nelepowiltz 
Georgina Olmstedt 
Marie Ruth Osgood 
Caroline Phillips 
Frederick Ruth 
Bernard Ruth 
Robert Ressig 
Rosenberger Wolter 
James Reichert 
John Ross 

Chas. Rhyner 


‘Joseph Sauer 


Garett Sauer 
Catherine Schmick 
Ernise Schadt 
Edward Schmidt 
Carl Schwald 
Irving Schraman 
Geraldine Seib 
Ruth Sessler 
Inez Smith 
Edward Smith 
Hedwig Smith 
Majorie Sidman 
Dorthy Seib 
Donald Thomson 
Justine Thomson 
Robert Van Langen 
Ernest Volz 
Karoline Wallace 
Wm, Welth 
Robert Welter 
Harold Wild 
Byron Wild 
Norman Wright 
Jack Junker 
Elizabeth Zopfie 





LADIES AID SOCIETY 
by Mrs. A. E. Merschroth. 


The Ladies Aid Society was organized on Sunday afternoon, 
January 17th, 1886, in the church auditorium. The Pastor and 
twenty ladies of the congregation were present. At this meeting 
the name “Frauen Unterstuetzungs Verein'’ was given and a 
constitution adopted. Due to able leadership and the 
faithfulness of the members the Society prospered and 
increased in numbers. The Society's diligent workers made 
two things their principal object and aim, first, the welfare of 
the church, second, the relief of suffering and want among the 
members. The constitution which gave expression to this two- 
fold duty has since the date of its adoption remained practically 
unchanged, Initiation fee and dues are still the same as they 
were in 1886, twenty five and fifteen cents respectively, The 
Society has aided the church very materially during the thirty 
six years of its existence. Its members have worked 
harmoniously for the interest of the church, always manifesting 
the spirit of Christ who said, “I have not come to be minstered 
unto but to minister." Although the secretary records no social 
events during the first four years of the Society's existence, the 
members made it possible to give 4 100 toward the building of 
the parsonage. This initial amount raised among the members 
in August 1886, seven months after the organization of the 
Society, has been multiplied again and again. The members of 
the Society have been most liberal in their contributions to the 
church, And at times when other members of the church were 
slow in coming forth with the needed amounts the Ladies Aid 
was always ready to meet all demands, Thirty six years of 
accurately kept and preserved minutes tell the story of a strugg- 
ling Society making every possible effort to assist a weak and 
often financially embarrassed congregation. Church and Ladies 
Aid, like mother and daughter, worked hand in hand. 

The first social event, if our information is correct, was held 
in May 1890, the fifth year in the history of the Society. A social 
or outing was decided upon, ‘“Mayfestival". The proceeds, the 
Secretary informs us, were to be devided equally, one half for 
the church, the other half for the Ladies Aid. Sisters, Seip, 
Cleres, and Blauth were the appointed Committee. The Com- 
mittee took full charge of affairs’, They ordered the lunch, the 
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lemonade, the ice cream, etc, The report shows that $ 11: 75 
were spent for these various delicacies, They provided bounti- 
fully for all the guests and friends and members, All enjoyed 
this first Mayfestival and are still telling about the good times 
they had at this outing, held in May, the most beautiful month 
of the year. This is the final report of the committe, 
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There is a time for pleasure and a time for work, but the 
latter was emphazized more frequently by the members of the 
Ladies Aid. Only occasionally we find that the members really 
enjoyed themselves at some of their social gatherings. To such 
an outing the members were invited in August 1893 by Mrs. 
H. Gack, Fairemount N, Y. All the members enjoyed the six 
mile ride in the old fashioned carriole and the meeting under the 
shady trees of the Gack's home. Mrs. Gack, still a member of 
our Society, and her family were most delighted to have the 
ladies meet at their home. They extended the ‘always welcome”, 
which the ladies gladly accepted. Other outings were from time 
to time held at the home of the members or at Pleasant Beach. 

Meetings are interesting and made interesting by members 
who meet as a Society whose aims and purpose are one, There 
are three different kinds of members in all societies, First, the 
workers who are always faithful to their church and its organi- 
zations. They are to be commended in their work and are 
worthy of our admiration for they keep things going by thinking 
continually of something new. Secondly, the shirkers, people who 
habitually evade their responsibility. They naturally forego the 
blessed priviledge of service, they do not enjoy the meetings, 
because they never become really familiar with the members 
and the society's work. Thirdly, the naggers-the dissatisfied and 
disturbing element, found not only in the church but in all 
organizations. We never seek their company and though they 
are seeking ours we feel uncomfortable in their presence, for in 
their hearts are thoughts of malice and revenge and their pur- 
pose is to disorganize, enstrange members, and obstruct the 
Lord's work. The officers guarded the Society against members 
of this type by kindly asking them to withdraw. Resolutions 
were passed to the effect that delinquent members be fined. It 
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THE LADIES AID SOCIETY 


was odered and incorporated in the by-laws of the Society that 
every member absent unexcused must pay twenty five cents. 
This resolution spurred the members on to more efficient, faith- 
ful work. Some members charged with delinquency paid the fine. 


To our present members we would suggest that they adopt 
the “Expositor's view of the Church”: 


IF EVERYBODY WORKS AND NOBODY SHIRKS 
WE MAY RAISE THE CHURCH FROM THE DEAD, 


The first ten years of the Society's existence are generally 
the most interesting, because they deal with the struggles and 
hardships of the pioneer workers. Certain incidents of those 
historic days linger in our minds and we refer to them frequently 
and most tenderly, Our faithful members worked unselfishly 
for the welfare of the church and in the interest of the Society, 
relieving suffering and want wherever it was to be found. The 
brief space allotted does not permit us to go into any details. 
There was always the usual routine work at picnics, fairs, 
bazaars, suppers, socials etc. As the years went on the Society 
prospered and increased in numbers. The various charitable 
institutions of the Synod were aided financially, and annually 
appropriations were made for foreign-, home mission, ministerial 
education etc. At Christmas time the members gave gifts to the 
Pastor, sexton, choir singers, and others, The Trustees of the 
Church always depended upon the aid of our members to do the 
Lord's work. When the church needed a coat of paint, when 
the gas and light bills came due, the Ladies Aid was asked to 
share in the expense, The church, although but ten years old, 
needed repairs, Improvements were constantly looked for and 
generally sanctioned after the Aid Society had promised support. 


1895 was the banner year of the Society, everybody seemed 
to be anticipating things. An honored guest was expected to 
visit the church, the President of the General Synod of the 
Lutheran Church. Old venerable Luckenbach preached to the 
members of St. Paul's in April 1895, The Pastor's Family took 
a special delight in entertaining such a distinguished guest and 
cared for him while ill. The Ladies Aid paid his travelling 
expenses. His sermon worked like an inspiration, for this 
saintly Church Father had described the work of other churches, 
of their progress, Lutheran usuages etc. 
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The Ladies Aid in response to Dr. Luckenbach's suggestions 
celebrated the tenth anniversary of the Society with fitting 
church services and a social meeting at the home of Mrs. P. Der- 
schang, a willing and faithful worker for many years. 


It happened that at this social gathering the ladies agreed 
that it might prove a great blessing if the church had a bell to 
call the people to worship. They saw the possibilities of a larger 
St. Paul's and immediately started the bell fund, Forty two 
ladies were present at the anniversary celebration and 5 4.24 
were collected. From time to time the members would hold 
coffee socials at the different homes for the bell fund. Although 
the money realized equalled almost a new church bell the mem- 
bers were advised to donate as much as possible to the Building 
of the Sunday School. In 1899, therefore, the bell fund was 
changed to building fund. In doing this the members felt they 
had done a far better work for their Church, for, by taking care 
of the children they were training young men and women, who 
at some future time might be able to supply the much desired bell. 

The Ladies Aid also bought candle sticks and a private 
communion set for the Pastor. Mrs. J. Schellman kindly donated 
four hand-embroidered altar covers, green, black, purple, and 
white, which still adorn our church at the different seasons ol 
the year. 

The first decade so sucessfully brought to a close inspired 
the members to greater things, The dear reader will pardon us 
for directing his attention to some personal affairs of individual 
members. The Secretary of the society, Miss Link, announced 
her engagement resigning her office. A wedding gift, expressing 
the society's gaod wishes and God's blessing, was presented to 
her by the Pastor. Mrs, Ardner, a charter member of the 
Society, celebrated her sixty sixth birthday July thirty first, 
1896, a party was arranged by the members of the Frauenverein, 
all met in a body to present to this faithful and afflicted member 
a wheel chair. It was a day of great rejoicing. The officers of 
the society and sick committees have proven a great blessing to 
cthers, they have faithfully visited the sick and afflicted, extend- 
ed the hand of christian love and sympathy at times of sickness 
or in case of death. Their labors have not been in vain! Great 
will be their reward, for, says Christ, "In as much as ye did it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it unto me.” 
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The slogan of the twentieth century is co-operation. Thank 
God that the spirit of competition and envy in church work 
gradually disappears, that members eventually seek to promote 
the spirit of good will. If all societies would foster such high 
ideals they would serve the best interest of the church, In the 
past the Ladies Aid, Young People Society, and Sunday School 
worked together. Most all the entertainments, bazaars, picnics, 
suppers, operettas were co-operatively planned and the money 
realized was used for the building of a new Sunday School. At 
one time almost $ 2000 were turned over to the building fund by 
these various societies; besides the table-linen, silverware, and 
kitchen utensils. The societies bought a piano, church carpet, 
window screens, chandeliers etc. 

To the joy of the members the new Sunday School was 
dedicated in 1900, The Ladies Aid gave a reception and practi- 
cally financed the whole celebration. After the completion of 
the Sunday School building funds were not as urgently needed, 
but the ladies, ever busy, thought of some new scheme, They 
started a sewing circle; Mrs. L. Krueger donated a sewing 
machine, and every Thursday the sewing bees would meet in the 
new building, 

The twentieth anniversary of the Society was held January 
twenty eighth, 1906, in the church, the Pastor preached the 
sermon, An afternoon social was held at the home of Mrs. 
P. Kies, the faithful President of this organization since its 
inception, She was presented with a bouquet of flowers. At the 
twenty fifth anniversary celebration of the Society the Pastor 
presented her with a gold pin. The services rendered by the 
officers and charter members during more than thirty years 
ought to be written in letters of gold. At how many suppers 
and fairs and picnics have they worked from early in the 
morning till late at night, preparing the sauerbraten, waiting at 
tables, soliciting funds etc. Their labors have not been in vain! 
May God bless them and keep them and sweeten their days as 
we enjoy the fruits of their incessant labors. 

In the hurly-burly of our everyday life we sometimes forget, 
or lose sight, of the great benefactors in church and institutional 
life. Our members were doing things in their own way. There 
were busy years ahead of the society, we are told, especially 
after the twentieth anniversary celebration, The annual Christ- 
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mas sale could not be held in December, but was postponed till 
February seventh the following year. 


At the request of the Society the Pastor called a congre- 
gational meeting in the spring of 1907 to clear the church of its 
indebtedness. All societies pledged themselves to pay off the 
mortgage on the Sunday School the same year. To the joy of 
the members St. Paul's, at the end of six months, was free from 
debt; the Ladies Aid having met the balance of the payment, 


A few years before Pastor Merschroth’s death the whole 
church was re-decorated. Altar furniture and beautiful colored 
art windows were installed donated by the societies, the Sunday 
School. and individual members. 


Several years ago the society celebrated the 35th Anni- 
versary and presented Mrs. Marie Ardner with a gift for faithful 
service. She has been an officer of the society for almost 
20 years. 


At the time of the purchase of the Sherwood property the 
Ladies Aid bought 20 square feet and made a pledge of 2000 
dollars for the new church, 


During the world war the ladies of the society sewed for 
the Red Cross at Trinity Church, baked cookies, sent packages 
to the soldiers, bought Liberty Bonds etc. Our society has 
contributed to the Central Relief Committee, the World Service 
Campaign, the Hoover Drive, for the feeding of the starving 
children of Central Europe. 


Our society has an enrollment of over sixty members; all 
are working for a new St. Paul's Church. 


LADIES AID CHARTER MEMBERS. 


Kies, Catherine Guckert 

Blaettler, Catherine Moschel, Jacobine 
Klein Wagner 

Bussmann Kuehner 

Schramm, Marie Van Lengen, Emilie 
Derschang, Caroline Rusterholz 

Kaufman Gruen, Anna 

Doll ; Hahn, F. 

Ardner, Marie Merschroth, Augusta E, 
Seybold, C. Reinhard, Magdalene 
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MEMBERS OF THE LADIES AID SOCIETY. 


Ardner, Marie 
Adam, Hedwig 


Blattler, C. 
Brand, Anna 
Ball, C. 


Beeg, Barbara 
Belitz, Paulina 
Baitz, Mrs. A. 
Bristol, E. 
Collins, Mrs. H. 
Dohne, Mathilda 
Engstler, Emma 
Eckhoff, E. 
Frost, A. 
Floring, C, 
Fels, P. 

Felkel, Martha 
Fanska, Henriette 
Frost, Mrs. 
Freyer, Mrs. B. 
Sack, D, 
Green, Anna 
Graff, Cath, 
Geckler, C, 
Goodman, Miss. 
Glanert, Mrs, A. 
Griep, Selma 
Hansen, Maggie 
Hepfner, C, 
Hahn, F, 
Heisner, Christine 
Hirsh, Mrs. J, 
Kies, Catherine 
Kies, L. 

Kruger, A. 

Kai, M, 

Kunow, Anna 


Krause, M. 
Kennedy 

Lind, H. Mrs. 
Lang, Emilie 
Merschroth, A. E, 
Moschell, J. 
Maier, Margareth 
Mayer, Emma 
Philipp, Lena 
Reissig, E. 
Ritter, Louisa 
Rudd, Mrs. H. P. 
Rieth, Mrs. J. 


Schafranski, Mrs, J, 


Sparle, Cath, 
Schramm, M, 
Schunk, Louisa 
Schultz, Louisa 
Siebold, C. 
Schultz, Pauline 
Schuessle, Hattie 
Schellmann, E. 
Schunk ,Loma 
Schmidt, Johanna 
Schneider, Anna 


Schweinberger, Mrs. A. 


Schlecht, Dorothea 
Schroeder, Mrs, J. 
Schipley, Ada 


Steingraber, Mrs. V. 


Traub, C, 
Williams B. 
Waldkirch M. 
Wittwer, M, 
Yenny, A. 

Yenny, Mrs, Marie 
Young, Marie 
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REPORT OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE, 
by Mrs. L. G, Hepfner. 


The Luther League of our church was organized November 
second, 1890, with thirty five charter members. A constitution 
was adopted a week later and the name, Jugendverein, decided 
upon. The following officers were elected, John Gosau, Presi- 
dent, Miss, Elizabeth Guckert, Vice-President, Wm. Bosack, 
Secretary, Sophie Schunck, Treasurer. The members expressed 
the desire that this organization might flourish and prove to be 
a great blessing to the members and the church, “Let every 
one work for the upbuilding of our beloved Zion”. 


CHARTER MEMBERS 


Blattler, Margaretha Kuehner, Pauline 
Bosack, Wilhelm Lind, Elisabeth 
Deierlein, Conrad Moschel, Ludwig 
Dattler, Emilie Moschel, Libbie 
Eggebrecht, Florence Nussbaumer, Aurelia 
Finkbeiner, Nellie Reinhardt, Anna 
Figi, Jacob Reimer, Friedrich 
Gosau, Johann Schmidt, August 
Guckert, Elisabetha Schmidt, Bertha 
Herter, Alice Schunk, Sophia 
Hésly, Regula Schultz, Dora 
Kies, Karl Schultz, Henrietta, 
Kies, Friedrich Schuster, Marie 
Kies, Emma Schweizer, Alfred 
Knaus, Julie Sennhauser, Bertha 
Krause, Leander Uhl, Andreas 
Kuhn, Georg Zopfi, Heinrich. 


Kuehner, Meta 


Advantages of the Luther League. 


Our duty is to be useful not according to our desires, but 
according to our power. Useful in many, many ways, encouraging 
your friends and aquaintances to come to our meetings and 
socials, by giving your league your hearty support and 
cooperation. Oh what beautiful deeds we can do if we love 
God and our fellowmen. Love each other! The Lord loves you. 
He asks you to love your league, as it is a part of Himself. 
You cannot belong to a better and more interesting society than 
your dear Luther League. Come to the meetings full of 
enthusiasm, do your best and give your most! 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 





The Luther League is to win young people for Christ and 
train them for service in his kingdom, It is the only way to 
perpetuate the church, If our beloved parents would only 
encourage their children to join the Luther League, explain to 
them what it means to be a member, and what wonderful results 
might be obtained if we are faithful to this great heritage. 


But, where are the young people of yesterday? Why is it 
they are not more interested in their church? Contemplate 
the answer! 

The Luther League has its annual conventions. If one has 
never attended any of these meetings they have no idea what 
it means toward the welfare of our church and Christ's kingdom. 


In June 1920 we elected two delegates to attend the state 
convention held in Amsterdam N. Y. We were very thankful 
to be so fortunate as to have representatives of our League 
present. State conventions are educational and inspirational, 
we recieve new ideas and become familiar with the great 
missionary and charitable work of our Lutheran church. 


Again in 1921 the state convention held in Syracuse at 
St. John's Church wag attended by delegates of our League, the 
parents of our young people, and a few of our church members, 
We were very happy indeed to have such a delegation from our 
church. This year the state convention, held in Albany N. Y,, 
was attended by one delegate from our League who also 
represented the Syracuse District League, 

Few of our Young people are wage earners, therefore our 
League has not been able to do big things financially, We always 
have given the little we had to offer gladly, and were thankful 
to be of service. Following we give a summarized report of the 
last two years. 


Donations toward the Hoover drive, flowers 
for the sick, food for the needy, and 


furniture for the Parish House . . . . $ 96.05 
Current expenses : » 145.33 
Monthly socials and cakeciiamrentes yi oe wag Seadeoe 


Several times during the past years we have entertained the 
District League. The quarterly meetings of the District Luther 
League are held at the different Lutheran Churches of this city and 
vicinity. Generally one or two lectures are given by the pastors 
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in the afternoon, followed by a supper served by the entertaining 
league. In the evening English services are conducted by the 
local Pastor, and some speaker of prominence is invited to 
deliver the sermon. These meetings should be attended by all 
our young people and members of our church, it will encourage 
us in our work and arouse in us a feeling of unity. 


Our thirtieth anniversary banquet in April of this year was 
a great success, We were fortunate in having us Rey, A. W. 
Reinhard, the brother-in-law of the late Rev. Dr, Merschroth, 
who gave a stereopticon lecture and delivered the anniversary 
sermon. Quite a number of our charter members and past 
officers were with us and told about the early beginnings of our 
society. Addresses were also made by the Rev's Wittekind and 
Dattan, and Dr, Zimmerman. 


Dear young people! Support your pastor and the officers 
of the League in their work. Prove by your action that you 
have not forgotten your vow given at the time of confirmation. 
We are interested in you and your future. We cannot do to 
much for the Lord. Serve Him and do good! We cannot always 
do according to our desires ,there is a time and place for every- 
thing. It is great to deny yourself of something, to do some 
good deed for someone. Have you ever tried it? Lay aside 
your dislikes and do something for someone whatever it may be. 
By doing this you will please the One above and He will 
please you. 

Do we always please the Lord? We can try by giving our 
utmost power. If you have a good will toward your Church or 
League show it by giving your power. It is left for the individual 
to do, to give, to please, to serve. If we are interested in 
Christ's work we may interest others. And doing this we may 


be assured that the greatest good and God's richest blessing 
will be upon us. 


REPORT 
by Frederick Balitz. 


Our Luther League so far this year has made considerable 
progress in its work, We have been handicapped by lack of 
attendance, According to our enrollment our meetings ought to 
be attended by a great many more of our members. We are but 


s 


a small band of fellow-leaguers united for one cause, giving 
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every ounce of energy, and much of our time to make our 
Luther League a successful working branch of our church. 


Our Anniversary banquet showed the members of our 
League what they must accomplish for their League. It was a 
time of great rejoicing. We are going on in the work with a 
grim determination to do for our League everything that we 
possibly can do, so that those who follow us may be able to 
take up the work we have left off. 


Ex-Officers: Frank Yenny, Joe H. Martlew, Mrs. O. Wunder- 
lich, Mrs. H. Foster, John Schréder, Elsa Felkel, Edw. Gronau. 
Margaret Beeg, Geo. Schweitzer, Emil Mittelstedt, Marie 
Wittwer, Edith Schroeder, Theo. Mayer, Rosa Lang, Martin 
Schlecht, Florence Miller, Mrs. H. Maser, Irene Schunck, Louise 
Moschell, Mrs. J. Martlew, Lester Engstler, Mrs. E. Gottel, 
Gottfried Lang, Arthur Schweinberger, Mrs, L. Fortenbough, 
Mrs. M, Chaconas, C. Schramm, R. Grieb, Bertha Ehrmantraut- 
Marty, Christ Lehman. 


Present-Officers: FF. Balitz, President; F. Pfeiffer, Vice- 
President; E. Rosenberger, Secretary; Rosdline Knacht, Cor. 
Secretary; Laura Hepfner, Treasurer. 
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To 
The memory of the late pastor, 
Reverend George Merschroth, D. D. 
The following is respectfully contributed 
by 
Louise Moschell. 


Those days were profitable ones, the days of which I write, 
when the young people of the church were assembled under the 
name of "Der Jugend Verein". Profitable for the church as well 
as for the young people themselves from a moral and spiritual 
standpoint. With a motto of work “Of the Church, by the 
Church, and for the Church” much in the way of achievement 
was anticipated. 


It was the ambition of most of the boys and girls imme- 
diately after confirmation, to become affiliated with the society 
and thus be afforded opportunites for real and active church 
work, This ambition was always fostered by our late pastor, 
Dr. Merschroth, who by his kindly advice and wise counsel ever 
proved an incentive spurring us on to nobler houghts and higher 
ideals and teaching us, first of all by his wn example, of the 
love of service for God and our fellowman, The worth of our 
service lies in the motive which prompts it just as the test of a 
man's life is not by what he has, or the things he can do, but 
by what he is. 


The official language of the society was the German, 
nevertheless, to meet the need of the times, for many of the 
young people were growing up without a knowledge of that 
language, the English gradually supplanted it, though we were 
ever proud of our German heritage. 


Embeded in the very foundation of the society was the 
principle of loyalty first of all to our own church, that we must 
consider the peculiar needs of our society and then to make our 
work direct, practical and personal. 


We are in this world for a purpose, not to idle our time 
nor to fail in using the energy which God has given us. Our duty 
is not to ourselves alone but in the building up and helping of 
others not situated as we are. Never was the call for aid for 
missions, home or foreign unheeded and the distress of the poor 
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and needy oftimes relieved. Many a sick person felt cheered 
and happy by the friendly visit of a fellow member. 

Convincing and tangible evidence of this service for the 
church is amply demonstrated in the possession of a piano which 
has for many years been an important factor in making the 
music of the Sunday School a real pleasure. At the time of its 
purchase it was considered quite an undertaking, but after care- 
ful deliberation it was decided to assume this added responsibity, 
the payment to come out of a fund created especially for social 
purposes, The first payment on the piano was $ 50 and the 
balance paid from proceeds gained from operettas or entertain- 
ments of various kinds which were frequently given to replenish 
anoft depleting treasury. Memories of those operettas linger 
with us still, When the church edifice was remodeled the 
members contributed collectively and individually toward the 
altar and memorial windows. 

In connection with the business meetings, at various times 
papers on The Reformation and the Reformers of the sixteenth 
century were prepared seeking thus to acquaint our young 
people more fully with the glorious history of the Lutheran 
church and implant in their hearts a thankfulness to Almighty 
God for so rich a Christian heritage. 

The society became affiliated with the Syracuse District 
Luther League, which comprises the young people's societies of 
all the Lutheran churches of this city and vicinity and thereby 
becoming a part of the state and national organizations. As an 
organization the Luther League is a tower of strength to the 
Lutheran church of America and seems to have inherited much 
of the sturdy power of the great Reformer himself. It stands 
out, not as a hewn obelisk but as an Alpine mountain. The 
Luther League is not a new form of organization holding up an 
individuality of its own nor does it oppose any existing form of 
organization in the church, but on the contrary offers assistance 
and encouragement to every society of young Lutherans seeking 
to stimulate a greater spiritual activity in the church, 

During all the years St. Paul's society has been represented 
not only by the alloted quota of delegates but also its members 
serving as officers of the District League for a consecutive 
number of terms and have at the same time acted in like capa- 
city on the state board, 
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The success of any organization however great or small 
depends upon the co-operation of its members. One has but to 
attend a national convention of the League to realize how far 
reaching is the scope of the work. Who then, can adequately 
estimate the influence for good on the lives of the people of 
this country through the operations of the Luther League? 


Nothing can conpensate to the child or young man or woman 
the lack of religion in the home and yet how many parents 
regard lightly this process of their childrens spiritual education? 
They somtimes depend solely on the faithful Sunday School 
teacher who is doing a necessary and noble work and upon the 
pastor who after months of careful and diligent study with the 
children prepares them for confirmation, But unfortunately, 
confirmation is often a graduation not into the church but out 
of it. Here is the field in which the leaders of our Young 
People's society seek by their earnest and conscientious 
endeavour to insure a further development in piety among 
their members. 


Even in these days we have need to remember the prophet 
of old, "Nehemiah", who went back to Jerusalem to rebuild the 
walls of the city which had been destroyed. In the face of great 
obstacles and overcoming many difficulties, the people rallied 
around their leader, each individual doing his part of the work 
until the task was done; for the people had a mind to work. I 
behooves us to follow their example and in the end we may 
exclaim with them “Remember, O, GOD", and make good 
our work’, 
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ST. PAUL’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
by Mrs. J. Prehn. 


On February 24th, 1916, Mrs. N. W. Van Lengen opened 
her home for the purpose of organizing a Missionary society. 
Fifteen ladies met at the Van Lengen home and the afternoon 
was spent in sewing. The following ladies were present at this 
meeting, Mrs. Eckhoff, Delong, Chacona, Hacker, Heussner, 
Jones, Kundert, Kendell, Merschroth, Pereau, Prehn, Smith, 
Yenny, Wallace, Wunderlich, Van Lengen. 

Our meetings were informal, being held at the different 
homes, 


On August ist., 1916, a staff of officers was elected, Mrs, 
Eckhoff being chosen president which office she filled untill 
January 1919. 

While still in our infancy our Pastor asked the society to 
make a pledge to aid the building-fund. Our society pledged 
1000 dollars. Three circles were formed of ten members each. 
% 100 were made by each circle, a very good beginning. 

The sewing and social meetings were held at the different 
homes the first Thursday of each month; the business meetings 
the third Thursday in the Sunday School rooms. 

Our first entertainment, an ice cream social, was held July 
eighteenth, 1917, the sum realized was used toward the building- 
fund pledge, 75 dollar were send to the home and foreign 
mission board of our Synod. 

The president appointed a committee to draft a constitution. 
These By-laws were amended and then printed by Mr. 
Wm. Petri. 

February twentyfourth we celebrated our fifth anniversary, 
Rey. J. Cannaday from India delivered the sermon; refreshments 
were served to members and guests. The pastor presented the 
president, Mrs. Delong, with a basked of roses in behalf of the 
society. 

Addresses were made by the visiting pastors and the ex- 
presidents. During the first five years various parties and 
entertainments increased the funds of the society. At Christmas 
time the members filled many boxes and baskets with food and 
clothing for the needy families of our city. Gifts of appreciation 
as well as flowers were send to officers and members of the 
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society. $ 50 were paid toward the purchase of the Sherwood 
property. The following parties are held annually, Valentine, 
George Washington, and Strawberry socials. In December 1920 
a party was held for the Onondaga Orphan's home. % 50 were 
send to the Relief society for the starving children of Central 
Europe. 

In November 1920 the society united with the synodicat 
missionary society of the New York Synod. Two delegates were 
send to the Missionary convention in Troy N. Y., Mrs. Chaconas 
and Miss Doll, The reports indicated that our society was 
received as one of the strongest organizations of this 
synodical body. 

July first, 1919, the society was entertained at Mrs. 
J. Schellman's summer home in South Bay. The weather was 
ideal and all enjoyed this outing. Thanks to the efforts of 
Mrs. Schellman the society was enabled to present a Service 
Flag to the church. 

On March 17th, 1920, our ladies had a covered dish luncheon 
in the parish house to which the pastor and the husbands were 
invited. 

Since the appointment of two ladies on the board of the 
Onondaga Orphan's home our members have aided this 
institution, donating cookies, fruit, cakes, etc. 

Our society paid the 1000 dollar pledge to the building fund 
and raised $ 550 more for the new church. 

The sixth anniversary of the society was held February 1922, 
Mrs. C. Delong presented the society with six new one dollar 
bills. A life membership certificate and pin were given her for 
faithful service. 

Mrs. P. S. Chaconas, who occupied the president's chair in 
1919, was appointed to organize the children of our Sunday 
School into an auxiliary called the "Light Brigade”. 

At present the society has an enrollment of fifty ladies. 
Every member is working for a new St. Paul's Church and the 
missions of our Synod, 


LIGHT BRIGADE OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
by Mrs. P. S. Chaconag. 


The Light Brigade is a new name for the missionary organi- 
zation of the children of the United Lutheran Church of America. 
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THE LIGHT BRIGADE, MRS. P. S. CHACONA, SUPT. 





Our company number is 341. There are three divisions: the 
Little Lights, for children from babyhood to six years of age, the 
Lamp-lighters, for those from six to nine, and the torchbearers, 
from nine to fourteen, or confirmation, This work and study 
will then be taken up by the Luther League. 

The Light Brigade is under supervision and control of the 
Women's Missionary Society of the United Lutheran Church 
of America. 

St. Paul's Light Brigade was organized at the monthly 
business meeting of the Missionary Society in November 1921. 
Mrs, Speros, P. Chacona was appointed superintendent, Mrs. 
J, Prehn assistent. 

On January sixth, 1922, the first meeting was called and 
thirty two children responded, “Under many Flags" has been 
the study book for the first six months. During the past months 
the children have been quite enthusiastic about the work, lesson 


study, and drill of the Light Brigade. 


A free will offering is taken at each meeting and this is 
forwarded to the Synodical Society. The Light Brigade funds 
support Kindergarten teachers in Japan and India, Homes for 
the sick and neglected children in the Virgin Islands, Sitara, 
girl student in India, Emma V. Day School Scholarship in Africa, 
and various other institutions in America. 

At the present the children are sewing under garments and 
also started patching their first comfortable. 

The first social meeting was held in May this year at the 
home of the superintendent, Mrs. S. P. Chacona, The children 
came in the afternoon, sewed and played games. A good time 
was enjoyed by all. 

At present there are thirty eight children enrolled and a 
class of eighteen active members. The officers are as follows, 
Pano Chacona, president; Helen Williams, vice-president, 
Mildred Sherwood, secretary; Catherine Kies, treasurer. 

Active members: Mildred Sherwood, Augusta Obergefell, 
Gertrude Petri, Louise Schunck, Marion Schunck, Howard 
Strail, Harold Strail, Virginia Weise, Helen Williams, Irene 
Williams, Catherine Kies, Virginia Yenney, Louise Glanert, 
Helen Glanert, Pano Chacona, Marcus Chacona, Alma Burg- 
hardt, Mildred Chacona. 
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Disbursements from Febr. 1916 to June 1922. 


Synod . 
Home Mission . 


St. Paul's Lutheran Church . 


Gifts en g- asY 


National Lutheran Council 


Relief in Europe 
Blowers: ¢. % - 


Groceries to Needy families 


Fifty quare feet on lot. 
Expenses and bills 


Paid toward building fund 


1916 to 1919 
1920 to 1922 


$ 500.00 
4. 2oeoT 
1. 210.38 
» 105.00 
4 90,00 
i; 29,00 
Fans’ 6 01 
»  —« 4220 
» 90.00 
i af 482.50 
$ 1903.54 


S 1008.10 

» 561.40 

$ 1569.50 
Minnie E, Chacona, Treas. 


MEMBERS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Bartlet, Mrs. Edith 
Burkhardt, Mrs. Marie 
Burkhard, Miss, Grace 
Chacona, Mrs. Speros 
Cook, Mrs, J. 

Davis, Mrs. Albert 

De Long, Mrs. Chas. 
Doll, Miss. Clara 
Durling, Mrs. Hazel 
Eckhoff, Mrs. Henry 
Engstler, Mrs, Anthony 
Fisher, Mrs. Norman 
Frost, Mrs, Anna 
Glanert, Miss. Anna 
Groves, Mrs. Anna 
Gunther, Mrs. 
Gebhardt, Mrs. Chas, 
Hammond, Mrs. Henrietta 
Hayward, Mrs, Geo, 
Hepfner, Mrs. Fred. 
Hepfiner, Mrs. Leo. 
Kelsen, Mrs, Chas. 
Krause, Mrs, Albert 
Kundred, Miss, Barbra 
Merschroth, Mrs, Augusta 
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Mitzler, Mrs. Edith 
Mac Donald, Mrs. Florence 
Pereau, Miss, Anna 
Petrie, Miss. Anna 
Petrie, Mrs. Wm. 
Yrehn, Mrs. Jacob 
Prith, Mrs. 

Schellmann, Mrs. John 
Schramm, Mrs. Chas. 
Schultz, Mrs. Louis 
Schwitzer, Miss. Martha 
Schwald, Mrs. Carly 
Seil, Mrs. Carl 

Sparley, Miss Bertha 
Slatter, Mrs. M. H. 
Van Lengen, Mrs. N. W. 
Wallace, Mrs. Geo. 
Waterman, Mrs. Geo. 
Wood, Mrs. William 
Weise, Mrs. Leonard 
Wittwer, Miss Marie 
Wunderlich, Mrs. Oscar 
Yenny, Mrs, Frank 
Young, Mrs. J. B. 
Young, Mrs. Jacob. 


THE BROTHERHOOD 
by L. Hepfner. 


The Brotherhood of our church was organized in 
February 1914. Regardless of the storm and heavy snowfall 
thirty four members of the church attended this meeting. 
A committee was appointed to draft a constitution and the 
name, “Maenner Verein” was adopted. All business was 
transacted in the German language. The following officers were 
elected; Leopold Hepfner, president; Wm. Dudley, vice-presi- 
dent, Karl Kalinowski, secretary; Hugo Dohne, treasurer; Ver- 
waltungsrat: Messrs. Finkbeiner, Schweinberger, Reissig. 

Sunday after Christmas 1915 the Brotherhood gave a 
German Christmas play under the direction of the pastor in the 
Sunday School rooms. 

The first annual entertainment under the auspices of the 
“Maenner Verein’ was given October 26th, 1915, at Ramion 
Hall. The following plays were given, ‘“Kleider machen Leute”, 
“Das verachtete Dienstmaedchen", und “Das Maedchen vom 
Lande", The Syracuse Saengerbund and the Harugari Maenner 
Quartett gave several selections. 

In October 1917 the Brotherhood appointed a committee 
to built a club room in the basement under the Sunday School. 
All members felt the need for such a room where they mighi 
meet undisturbed. The committee entered upon the task 
without delay. Night after night they would spent in the damp 
cellar trying to tar the walls, lay the floor, nail the steel ceiling, 
and install partitions and electric lights. Thanks to the efforts 
of this committee, especially Mr. J, Schellman, J. Schroeder, 
and Wm, Reiffel the club room was in a very short time a 
reality, The men who had worked so zealously found their 
reward in the pleasant association of the members who formed 
the “Stove Pipe Club”. Tables, chairs, pool table, and kitchen 
range were purchased to give the room a homelike appearance. 
For more than three years the different societies of the church 
and the confirmation classes would meet in the club room, and 
on Sunday morning the young people of the bible class would 
convene here. 

The Brotherhood has been a great asset to our church. The 
members have been diligent in their work to further the 
interests of St. Paul's. In the summer of last year the men 
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painted the Parish House and built a garage on the vacant lot 
near the parsonage. 

Socials and entertainments have been held from time to 
time and the funds realized have been used to feed the starving 
children of Central Europe and to maintain and support the 
charitable institutions of our Synod. 

The officers are as follows: J. Metzger, President; P. Jahn, 
Vice-President; L. Krause, Secretary; L. Hepfner, Fin. Secretary; 
J. Goelzer, Treasurer. Trustees: A. Balitz, H. Strail, J. Prehn. 


104 


A REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE 
by Dr. N. W. Van Lengen. 


In March 1917 a committee was organized for the purpose 
of securing sites near our present locality. This committee was 
to be known as the building committee and consisted of the 
following men, Dr, N. W. Van Lengen chairman, Henry Eckhoff, 
Henry Griep, Jacob Schunck, Oscar Wunderlich, Benett Shipley, 
John Rieth. This committee looked up available building sites 
in the vicinity of the present location of our church and at a 
subsequent meeting reported on three lots. One lot was at the 
corner of Kellogg and Oswego streets, another at corner of 
Seymour and Oswego streets, and the third was the Mill's 
property at Oswego street and Merriman avenue. The congre- 
gation was not satisfied with these lots, especially the high 
prices placed upon them, so after considerable discussion the 
congregation decided to stay at our present location provided 
additional property could be bought which was necessary 
according to the plans for our new church, 

On April eighth, 1919, the Sherwood property, adjoining 
the church on Shonnard street, was purchased. The property 
cost $ 5000, and a considerable part was paid for by selling 
cards representing square feet at the price of 5 2.50 a square 
foot, This was an idea of Mr. Frank Yenny and it proved to 
be a valuable one as our people purchased a little over $ 2000 
worth of square feet. The balance was taken out of the 
building fund and within a short time the property was free and 
clear of debt. 

It was deemed advisable to continue renting the property 
as before its purchase and after fixing it up a bit both apart- 
ments were rented for a period of one year or up to October 
22nd., 1920. At about this time our Sunday School was becoming 
quite crowded, in fact uncomfortably so. More room was needed 
and for a short time the bible class held their meetings in the old 
club rooms beneath the Sunday School, This was unsatifactory 
from dampness and poor ventilation, so after due consideration 
by all the Sherwood property was painted, partitions taken out 
and a parish house was made out of it. This cost considerable 
money and labor, The men of our church reduced expenses 
considerably by doing much of this work themselves and I must 
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say it was well done. We owe them a debt of gratitude and the 
building committee wishes to extend their heartfelt thanks for 
their hearty cooperation. 

Since the organization of the building committee in March 
1917 considerable money has been raised for the building fund 
by means of different social affairs, Christmas bazaars, socials, 
etc. By these means we have materially added to the treasury 
but from a new church and Sunday School point of view we 
still need many thousand dollars. 

Let us now reflect a bit! Back in April 1917 the committee 
invited Rev. C. Zinsmeister to preach a sermon after which he 
was to secure pledges from the members and friends of the 
congregation. On that day between twelve and thirteen 
thousand dollars were pledged. This was wonderful for a 
beginning and went far beyond the expectation of the 
committee, 

During the summer a congregational meeting was held to 
discuss the new church project and again between 3000 and 
4000 dollars were pledged making a total of between sixteen 
and seventeen thousand dollars. All of this money has not as 
yet been paid in, but the committee knows that everyone is 
doing his part and sincerely hopes that in the near future all 
of these pledges will have been paid, 

Soon after this congregational meeting in the summer of 
1917 a terrible calamity befell America, We entered the 
horrible war and you all know as well as I do what happened. 
Prices for commodities, especially building materials, and labor 
rose to unheard of peaks and for these reasons and also because 
the government curtailed all unnecessary building, it was 
deemed advisable by the committee to wait until such a time 
after peace was declared as to insure our starting. 

The committee believes that such a time has arrived and 
is here now. Builders, architects and contractors in most lines 
tell me that now is the time to build if we expect to do so, 
because within the next five years there will be a slow but sure 
rise in materials and labor. Of course they may be right and 
may be wrong but as we have no other barometer to go by we 
must and should believe them. 

If this is so, then the question that naturally arises is, how 
are we to finance this new church and Sunday School? There 
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are several ways that this can be done. We can go along the 
way we are now doing by giving entertainments, suppers, 
bazaars etc. untill such a time arrives when we will have a 
sufficient amount in our treasury to borrow on. This will take 
quite a time and I do not believe we should wait so long. 
Another way is to sell bonds as Mr. Schneider suggested. There 
is a quicker and more practical way, and in many ways better than 
the two preceeding ones. Let the congregation vote a committee 
of several people to act as a bank. The present building com- 
mittee could do this or perhaps a separate body of men and 
women would be better. By solicitation we could ask our 
members to deposit as much of their saving as they could safely 
spare and we would pay them as much interest as the bank or 
four %. This would be only for a short time, for just as soon 
as our building would be up so that a savings bank or loan 
association would take a mortgage we could pay back to our 
depositors their money with interest. This seems to the com- 
mittee a very simple, logical and business like way and will 
insure a new church just as soon as St. Paul's congregation 
wants one, In other words, folks, in the common vernacular of 
the day “it is up to you". 


The sum total of the building fund is as follows: 


Cash in bank with War Savings stamps and Liberty 
Bonds: 4 a 3. wo cee wh OB tb Ree 
Reciepts from Fair in 1922 . . . . « 2449.96 

Total 5 8945.30 


This is not in full as there have been several social events 
since writing this report, the proceeds of which will probably 
amount to 500 dollars more, making a total of near 5 10000. 


When we consider the short time we have worked, that we 
have purchased and remodeled a house for our parish house, 
and that these bills have all been paid, I believe we have done 
very well. 


We have a very fine start and although the committee is a 
bit discouraged not to have had the church for our fortieth 
anniversary, it believes that the near future holds a great cul- 
mination and realization of our five year's dream. 
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WAYS AND MEANS OF BUILDING A NEW 
ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, 


by F. H. Schneider, 


The Building Committee has conceived a method whereby 
we can hasten the building of a new St. Paul's Church and 
Sunday School, by the issuing of bonds or certificates of 
indebtedness. We all should realize that the ordinary way of 
obtaining the necessary finances would require years before the 
congregation could start building, 


The bonds are to be issued solely to members of the church, 
in the amounts at $ 50.00 per share, payable in 5, 10 or 15 years 
as the subscriber may select and to bear interest at the rate of 
4% payable semi-annually. 


By this method we do not ask you to give your money 
outright “unless you so desire’ but it is simply a loan to the 
church for which you will receive the same rate of interest as 
you would receive from a Bank. Surely the money so invested 
is just as secure and perhaps more so than if deposited in a Bank. 


Each subscriber, which we hope will include every member 
of the church, will thereby become a part owner and his 
interest greatly increased in the work which we must carry on 
for the future and for our children, If St. Paul’s Church is to 
survive we must have a new church with all modern improve- 
ments and accommodations in order to not only hold our 
membership but to materially increase it. Don't say that the 
old Building is good enough for me, and ought to be good enough 
for my children, for remember that in our own homes we all 
strive to give our children better things and more comforts than 
we ourselves had. There isn't any question but what a new 
church and sunday school will increase our membership. 

St, Paul's Church has never failed in anything it has under- 
taken and surely once this project is started it will be carried 
to a happy and successful conclusion and we all will be proud 
of the work we have done, but we must put our shoulders to 
the wheel and work. 
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THE PROPOSED NEW CHURCH 





F. H. SCHNEIDER 


Architectural Molder 


631 West Belden Avenue 


Bell Telephone 


SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
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KRAUSE & HEIL 


Electrical 
Engineers 
Fixtures and Appliances 
Gas Fixtures Bicycles 
232-234 N. SALINA STREET 


Phone James 2817 





Whenever Out in the 
Evening, Stop at the 


White-House 


LunchWagon 


HENRY GRiEP 


P RO; P Ra EB PQs 





Pure Candies | 
G, 


lo Ice Cream 
Oy, 
[Z Gp 






oe» - 


CHAS. P. DELONG 
& SON 


Seranzroen 
CO. 


Exclusively 









Midland and Bellevue Ave. 
Tallman and Salina Streets 
PHONE 





A.E.Merschroth 





——— —. = 


Authorized ae ie ticket agency 


Passage to Europe, Mediterranean Cruises, 
and trips around the World. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
708 Oswego Street. 


Phones: Warren 3909-]. 
Warren 9169. 


ie el a 


|. U. Doust 
Photo Materials Co. 


The Largest and Most Complete Photographic 
House in Central New York. 


SYRACUSE, N. 7. 


126 South Salina St. Tel. Warren 4436-J. 








P. HANSEN BERTRAM HANSEN 


Do Not Take a Rest 


till you find the very best, in Pork and also Beef, 
as well as Lamb and Veal, for we are the people 
that always keep the real. 


We appreciate your patronage and are anxious 
to serve you. 


P. HANSEN & CO. 


405 Seymour Street 





THE AETNA LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


IS PAYING ANNUALLY OVER 
TWENTY FOUR MILLION DOLLARS 
TO POLICYHOLDERS. 


J. M. METZGER, SPEC. AGT. 
WITH 
WELLS & HERRICK, MGRS. 


424 UNION BUILDING, 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. | 














A. DAVIS 


FLORIST 


Syracuse, N. 7. 


Cor. Bryant and S~-Wilbur St. 


WERNER F, BULTMANN 


FLORIST 













F. BIHLER 


MEAT MARKET 


112 Manlius Street Syracuse, N. Y. 





yg 


PRODUCTS 


MARTLEW-BAMERICK Co. 


1011-1021 W. GENESEE STREET 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


PHONE WARREN 4528 





The Traugott Co. 


F. W. TRAUGOTT, President 


2 eee 
Our Services are yours at all times 


— Telephone James 2957 = 





Furniture and 
Undertaking 


Business Place 


642-652 North Salina Street 





Buying at the Big North Side 
Store Pays Good Dividends 


Because — 


Only Sound, Durable, High 
Quality Goods are Offered. 
Prices are North Side Prices 
Which are Always Lower. 


Household Goods 
Stoves 
Glassware 
Hardware 
Stove Repairing 


H. E. HESSLER CO. 


“Satisfaction” Our Motto 500 N. Salina Street 





